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1.0    INTRODUCTION

1.1    vISION

The rich history of Emery Village will:

•     be creatively expressed through a variety of means

•     become a driving force in the rejuvenation of Emery Village 

•     be meaningfully presented to enrich the viewers knowledge of life in Canada

•     become a tourist attraction for Emery Village

•     be an information source for students, historians and the interested public

•     become a source of pride for business owners, employees and residents

•     represent the Emery Village BIA’s commitment to the community

 

The story of Emery Village  is the story of its people.  People of courage, deep resolve and fortitude.  
People of honour, passionate about their cause, striving forth to achieve higher goals.  The voices of history 
are evident in the people who have shaped the community.  

The Emery Village BIA is proud of the rich history within its borders and in the surrounding community.  Our 
research has shown that it is the strength and will of the citizens who have altered the course of history and 
who are the pillars of our community.  

We want to tell the stories of the people ….. those that have impacted the larger community and those 
whose actions represent the daily life of by-gone eras.  We want to translate the stories into an experience 
that today’s citizens can enjoy, appreciate and learn from.
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The idea to create an Historical Interpretation Landscape Master 
Plan for Emery Village first emerged as a recommendation from 
the Emery Village Arts and Historical Committee (EVAHC), a 
group of citizens interested in preserving the local history and 
promoting artistic expression.  EVAHC was later merged with the 
Emery Village BIA, and the BIA then assigned a top priority to the 
preparation of the Historical Interpretation Landscape Master 
Plan as a vehicle for community revitalization.  Implementing 
an historic interpretation program in Emery Village is expected 
to stimulate economic development, tourism, and improve the 
quality of life for residents and visitors. 

The first step in the journey involved identifying the people and 
events that have contributed toward the evolution of Emery 
Village as a community.  The results were published in the 
report entitled, Emery Village BIA Historical Names Selection 
Report, 2006.  The report identified the following four historical 
periods and the people who contributed toward each one:

1) The Explorers:  the Last Ice Age up to the end of the
               French Regime
2) The Pioneers:  British Settlement to Confederation
3) The Farmers:  During the Industrial Age
4) The Entrepreneurs:  WW2 to the Present  

The report concluded that the next step was to prepare an 
Historic Interpretation Landscape Master Plan which would 
identify the locations where commemoration should occur, 
the specific people and events to commemorate, and the 
conceptual design of the commemoration.  

Prior to the preparation of the Historical Interpretation Landscape 
Master Plan, the Emery Village BIA began implementing several 
capital improvement projects to enhance the image, character, 
sustainability and quality of life for the Emery Village community.    
The BIA’s first major streetscape improvement project was 
constructed in the summer of 2007 and included two Large 
Historical Markers with historic signs.  The design of the Historic 
Markers was approved by the BIA, and sets the precedent for 
the design of the historic signs, markers and artwork outlined in 
this document.

The following Historical Interpretation Landscape Master Plan 
embodies the Emery Village BIA’s efforts to preserve the 
historic legacy of the area and exonerate the citizens who have 
helped to shape the community.  The Historical Interpretation 
Landscape Master Plan should be read together with the Emery 
Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan and the Emery Village 
BIA Streetscape Design Manual.  All of the documents outline 
a vision for enhancing the community, improving the quality of 
life, and stimulating the economic growth of Emery Village.

1.2    BACKGROUND

Jane Rodgers Devins, 
daughter of pioneers Isaac and Mary Devins, 

see P1 on pg. 12. 

“Our people ..... our history.”

Homestead of Abraham Hoover,
east side of Weston Road just north of the church,

see F7 on page 18.
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1.3    OBJECTIVES

History is alive in the stories told and remembered, the paintings and poems created, 
and the books written.  History is in the making as today’s events unfold.

 
The Emery Village BIA’s goal is to bring the history to the people.   We want to celebrate the lives lived, the 
songs sung, the dreams dreamed.  We want to instill pride in our community.  We want the community to have 
an understanding of how the people of Emery Village have contributed to the development of the village, the 
township, to the City of Toronto and to our country.

The Historic Interpretation Landscape Master Plan for Emery Village has been created to provide a blueprint 
to achieve the goal.  It will identify the locations for historic interpretation, identify which historic events/people 
should be commemorated at each location, identify a conceptual design for a series of Historic Markers, and 
identify community involvement opportunities.

Objectives to achieve the goal include:

1. To attract visitors to the BIA, and encourage residents to be tourists in their own community.
2. To instill a feeling of civic pride in business owners, employees, residents and visitors.
3. To further enhance the establishment of community identity for Emery Village.
4. To increase the potential to attract businesses and residents to the area.
5. To create a marketable cultural identity that can be used in tourism development.
6. To reflect the diverse cultural make-up of the Emery Village BIA.
7. To create a learning tool that can be used by school groups, cultural tourists and historians.
8. To establish a specific look and feel to the community based on “Our History .....Our People”.
9. To faithfully represent the motivations, desires and needs of former Emery Village citizens.
10. To ensure user safety and accessibility and to promote sustainable building practices. 
         

Emery Village BIA Board of Directors with Mayor David Miller at the official 
opening of the streetscape improvement project at Weston Road and Sheppard 
Avenue, September, 2007
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Emery Villagers in the 1900’s.

1.4    SCOPE

The boundaries of the Emery Village BIA as originally formulated serves as the area for 
the Historical Interpretation Landscape Master Plan.  Within the last year, the boundaries 
of the BIA have extended southward to Highway 401.  The BIA expansion area was not 
included in this document.

The BIA’s area of influence is within the public realm of the streetscape.  The majority 
of the historic interpretation recommendations are confined to the public road right-of-
way so that the BIA can implement them through the Streetscape Improvement Program 
operated by the City of Toronto Economic Development Department.  There are a few 
sites which are located outside of the streetscape where it is recommended that the BIA 
negotiate with the landowner to permit the historic interpretation objective.  

The BIA is strongly committed to working together with adjacent property owners to 
extend the BIA’s streetscape and cultural improvements into the adjacent private property, 
particularly for new development in the area to create an attractive, unified streetscape, at 
the landowner’s discretion.  

In situations where existing or proposed buildings are situated in close proximity to the 
public roadway, the best location for historical interpretation may be attached to the 
building facade.  The Emery Village BIA will work closely with the landowner to develop 
an implementation framework that benefits all stakeholders.     
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Intensive research was conducted to identify the people and events that have contributed to the evolution of Emery 
Village and to discover the stories that need to be told, including a literature review, Internet searches, archival research, 
newspaper investigation, development file research and interviews with key persons.  Many documents, maps, files, 
correspondence, newspaper articles, brochures and advertisements were carefully investigated with the goal of telling 
the story of Emery Village in a meaningful and thought-provoking way.  For the list of sources, please refer to a separate 
Bibliography document.

In 2006, The Emery Village BIA held a public open house inviting citizens to provide their recollections, memories 
and stories to contribute to the pool of historical knowledge.  We spoke with a number of individuals who contributed 
their recollections that were noted and investigated.  The results of the first phase of the research are included in the 
document entitled “Emery Village Historical Names Selection”, 2006.  The document provides a very detailed chronology 
of the people and events who have been key players in the story of Emery Village, and should be referred to for further 
information.  The document was updated in 2008 following a second intensive research period.

Once the research was completed, the task of identifying the people and events to commemorate through the Historical 
Interpretation Landscape Master Plan was conducted.  A modified list of historical people/events was prepared and 
reviewed by the Emery Village BIA.  The criteria for selecting the people and events to be commemorated through the 
BIA’s program include the following:

a) Represents a way of life no longer practiced
b) Contributed to the development of the community
c) Relates to city, provincial, national or international events
d) Is not already commemorated elsewhere in the City

The list of selected Historical Events and People (see Section 2.3 Interpretation Targets) was then cross-referenced 
with an Aerial Photograph (1961) showing many of the farm properties prior to urbanization, and the Emery Village BIA 
Capital Works Master Plan (a document outlining selected locations for capital improvements over a 7-year time frame).  
An Historical Zones map was created to outline the conceptual layout of the Historic Interpretation sites and the type 
of commemoration association with each.  The Historical Zones Map was then refined into an Historical Interpretation 
Layout Map by considering the design concept of the Capital Works Master Plan as well as the location of the historic 
events and people to be commemorated.

1.5    METHODOLOGY

Emery Station. see F6 on pg. 18.
The Conceptual Design of a series of Historic Markers 
was then generated and approved by the BIA.  The type 
of Historic Marker was then assigned to each Historic 
Interpretation Site, resulting in an Historical Interpretation 
Landscape Master Plan that shows the location of the 
Historic Interpretation Sites, a brief description of the 
historical events/people to be commemorated, and the 
type of Historical Marker that should be constructed in 
each location.

Detailed conceptual designs for the 3 main interpretation 
sites were then created, including two Walking Tours and 
two Historical Cultural Parkettes.  The designs are based 
on the ideas expressed by the Emery Village BIA.   Finally, 
a discussion on the implementation issues of administering 
the Historical Interpretation Landscape Master Plan was 
prepared.
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2.1    AIR PHOTO ANALYSIS 

2.0    HISTORIC INTERPRETATION LAYOUT

Emery Village today consists of a mix of industrial, commercial and residential land uses that developed over the last 
50 years.  Almost all physical traces of the former wilderness and farming community were replaced with the new 
community development.  

In order to understand the relationship between the former farming community and the urbanization that replaced it, an 
Air Photo from 1961 was used as a base map.  The original 100 acre farm properties were highlighted on the airphoto, 
as well as the farmhouses, laneways and natural features, all of which are clues to the history of the community, see 
illustration on the next page.  

The road layout and development pattern of the last 50 years was then overlaid on top of the airphoto.  An analysis 
reveals that some remnants of the former farm community can be referenced in to today’s landscape, including the 
following: 
  
•  A small portion of the Emery Creek corridor was retained in a naturalized condition, with the remainder being buried.   
Emery Creek was formerly known as Duncan’s Creek and later Burn’s Creek, and the buried portion north of Finch 
Avenue is where the Duncan sawmills were located.  

•  None of the original woodlots were retained.

• A portion of the following roads 
were once  farm lanes, offering 
an opportunity for interpretation:

Fenmar Drive - on the homestead 
of John Crosson
Ormont Drive - on the homestead 
of Joseph Smith
Bradstock Road - on the 
homestead of Adam Duncan.

• The northwest corner of Finch 
and Weston originally contained 
the General Store, followed by an 
Esso Service Station, and today 
contains a modern Esso station 
with a convenience store.

•  Many of the original farmhouses 
are located close to existing 
roads offering opportunities for 
interpretation.

  L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

1961    AIR PHOTO OF EMERY VILLAGE CENTRE
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L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

100 acre farm concession lines

Farm Lane

Rivers, tributaries, farm swales

Woodlots

Orchard

Farmstead (House, barn)

AIRPHOTO - 1961
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2.2    CAPITAL WORKS MASTER PLAN ANALYSIS

The Emery Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan prepared by Terraplan Landscape Architects was approved in 2005 
and provides the framework for the BIA’s streetscape improvement projects to be completed over a five year term.  
Specific locations for streetscape improvements are identified and include the following:

1)  Major Gateway Signage - three of the Gateway signs have been constructed at the corners of Rivalda Road and 
Sheppard Avenue, on Finch Avenue west of Milvan Drive, and at Steeles Avenue and Fenmar Road.

2)  Minor Gateway Signage - to be constructed in select locations

3)  Enhanced Intersections - located at the major intersections in the Industrial Core.

4)  Linear Parks along Highway 400

5)  Historic Centre - surrounding the Weston Road and Finch Avenue intersection

6)  Community Identity - banners and hanging baskets in select locations along Secondary Roads.

The above framework is the foundation for the streetscape improvements in Emery Village, and will also be the 
foundation for the layout of the Interpretation Sites in the Historical Interpretation Landscape Master Plan.  In this regard, 
every attempt will be made to locate the Historic Interpretation Sites at the above Capital Improvement sites.  Siting 
the Historical Interpretation elements in the same locations as the capital works projects will create a more attractive,  
interesting, and assimilated streetscape.  It will reinforce the hierarchy of the capital works improvement projects and 
avoid the appearance of random placement of historical markers.  It will also be a more cost efficient way for the BIA to 
implement site improvements.

To determine the feasibility and appropriateness of siting the Historic Interpretation Sites at the Capital Improvement 
sites, a map of the Capital Improvements Master Plan was superimposed on the Airphoto Analysis map.  An in-depth 
examination of the relationship between the pre- 1950’s historical elements, the subsequent urbanization and the 
proposed Capital Improvement projects was then made, revealing the following (see Historic Interpretation Zones map 
on the next page):

•  The four primary roads, Sheppard, Weston, Finch and Steeles, will receive the most intense 
degree of streetscape improvements since they are the most visible and the most travelled routes.  
Historical Interpretation should be intensified along these routes at the Gateway signs and at Enhanced 
Intersections, where possible.  

•  The Historic Village Centre, the area of which is defined in the Emery Village Secondary Plan, will be 
treated as a unique site containing landscape elements that distinguishes it from the surrounding area.  
Historical interpretation in this area should likewise have a distinct character or expression.

•   The use of Open Space areas should be capitalized upon as a means of promoting pedestrian 
access to Historical Interpretation features.  Existing natural features will be included in the historical 
interpretation.

•   Not all of the Capital Works Improvement sites coincide exactly with the location of a historic building, 
laneway or natural feature.  The historic signs at the interpretation sites will provide maps showing the 
exact location of the historical object or events being commemorated.   

•  The majority of Historic Markers are sited at landscape improvement areas within the Emery Village 
BIA Capital Works Improvement Master Plan.  
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HISTORIC   INTERPRETATION   ZONES

S

S

L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

High Priority Area

Historic Village Centre and Secondary Plan Intensification Area

Natural Features

Major Entry Feature

Minor Entry Feature

 
Landscape Enhancement Areas

Major Emery Village BIA Entry Sign

Minor Emery Village BIA Entry Sign

Existing Historic Marker

HISTORIC INTERPRETATION ZONES
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2.3    INTERPRETATION TARGETS  

From the First Nations, to the Explorers to the Pioneers, to the Farmers, to the 
Entrepreneurs, Emery’s history is full of colourful characters, dramatic events, and 
interesting plots.  

The selection of the stories and events to commemorate is the foundation upon which 
the Historical Interpretation Landscape Master Plan rests.  The following section in this 
document provides a brief description of the history of Emery Village that the Emery 
Village BIA has chosen to commemorate.  For a more complete historical narrative, 
please refer to the Emery Village Historical Names Selection Report which was revised 
in 2008.  

In the same manner as the Emery Village Historical Names Selection Report, the history 
has been divided into the following four categories:

 1)  The Explorers:  The Last ice Age to the End of the French Regime
 2)  The Pioneers:  British Settlement to Confederation
 3)  The Farmers:  Confederation to the Industrial Age
 4)  The Entrepreneurs:  WW2 to Present

Each Interpretation Target listed on the following pages has a code before the title (eg. 
R1) which should be used as a cross-reference when viewing the maps that show the 
layout of the historical sites.

The map on page 36 entitled “Historic Marker Location” shows the location of the 
Historic Markers in Emery Village according to Marker Type HM-1 and HM-2.  The “title” 
of the Historic Marker that will be shown in large lettering is listed for each one.

The map on page 37 entitled “Historic Signs to be Installed at Each Marker” shows 
which of the Interpretation Targets is assigned to each Marker.  To read the map, note 
the code that is shown at the Historic Marker of interest, then turn to the appropriate 
page (11-27) that lists the code and then read the description.  For example, the map on 
page 37 indicates that the Historic Marker at Steeles Avenue West and Fenmar Drive lists 
code P15 and E26.  To read the description, turn to the appropriate page for these codes
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R1     THE TORONTO PASSAGE
The Huron First Nations are believed to have created the Toronto Passage, a foot trail used as a portage route extending 
between Lake Simcoe and the mouth of the Humber River.  Due to shallow waters, the Humber River was deemed 
to be impassable, so the Toronto passage became the most direct route of connecting Lake Ontario to Lake Huron 
via Lake Simcoe.  In Emery Village, the Toronto Passage roughly extended along the present-day Weston Road and 
was used by the Iroquois and then the Mississaugas who occupied the land at the time of the Toronto Purchase.  The 
Toronto Passage was used during the War of 1812 to transport supplies from the north to the British stationed at Fort 
York, and was likely used by settlers to reach the St. Lawrence Market.  It was completely abandoned and grown over 
by approximately 1850 when the lot lines and concession roads were more established and passable.   

R2     FIRST NATIONS
The first humans to inhabit the area were the nomadic Palaeo-Indians who are believed to have migrated from Asia via 
the Bering Strait when the two continents were joined by a land mass.  They were forest dwellers who hunted caribou, 
deer, elk, bear and beaver, moving as the seasons and food supply dictated.  Approximately 1,000 years ago, some 
groups began growing crops such as corn, allowing larger, more permanent settlements.  

In the 1500’s, the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy (consisting of Mohawk, Onondaga, Oneida, Seneca and Cayuga 
tribes - the Tuscaroras joined in the 1700’s), was founded by The Great Peacemaker, Dekanahwideh, born near the Bay 
of Quinte, Ontario.  A visionary and philanthropist, The Great Peacemaker travelled among the warring tribes seeking 
peace, unity and strength in numbers through the Great Law of Peace that was passed verbally from generation to 
generation.  He also initiated the end to cannibalism.  The Iroquois were known as fierce fighters when engaged in 
battle.  

From 1600-1650 the Hurons (who were Iroquois but not part of the Six Nations) occupied the Lake Simcoe area, and 
they likely travelled southward to Toronto via the footpath known as the Toronto Carrying Place.  Shortly thereafter the 
Ojibwa tribe of the Algonquin family migrated southward from the Lake Superior region and declared that they had 
taken over the north shore of Lake Ontario.  The Ojibwa, who later became known as the Mississaugas, were hunters 
and gatherers who would live in an area abundant in fish, game, birds and berries and grow small plots of corn, 
potatoes and beans.  After supplies dwindled they would move on to a richer site.  As a result of the nomadic lifestyle 
of the Mississaugas, much of the land in Southern Ontario remained forested.  

The Mississaugas occupied the land until the time of the Toronto Purchase in 1787 when Lord Dorchester negotiated 
the sale of a 14 mile tract from Scarborough to Etobicoke, including the area that would become Emery Village.  The 
Mississaguas continued to use the Humber River and the Toronto Carrying Place for the next 30-40 years, often 
interacting with the early settlers of Emery Village.  The Watson family memoirs describe the Mississaugas as friendly 
and curious.  They would walk into the pioneer’s homes unannounced, as was their custom, and often ask for supplies.

R3   ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE-IROQUOIAN VILLAGE
A highly significant archaeological site was identified prior to 
1997 by the Ministry of Culture and Communications which 
contains a late prehistoric Iroquoian Village.  The site, known 
as Emery Site (AkGv-12) is located southeast of Finch Avenue 
West and Weston Road in the Hydro Corridor adjacent to the 
CPR railroad tracks. The Environmental Assessment Report 
for the Emery Creek Watershed conducted by Marshall 
Macklin Monahan in 1998 illustrates the location of the 
archaeological site as shown in the diagram below. 

According to the Environmental Assessment, the Ministry 
of Culture and Communications has indicated that the site 
has likely been partially destroyed from previous earthworks 
for the pipelines, sewers and hydro towers.  However, since 
the site is in a floodplain, there is a greater likelihood of 
artifacts being discovered.  At present, there is no information 
available as to whether an archaeological investigation has 
been conducted to date.  

2.3.1 THE EXPLORERS - The Last Ice Age to the End of the French Regime

     the explorers     R 1-3
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P1     FIRST SETTLEMENT - 1796
          Available Photo - Devins House along Weston Road built in 1804  
Isaac Devins, Mary Chapman and their two daughters were the first settlers to locate in Emery Village, purchasing Lot 19, 
Conc V1, southwest of Finch Avenue and Weston Road.  They arrived in Toronto four years earlier on the same ship as 
Governor Simcoe, having immigrated from their family home in Orange County, New York, following the American War 
of Independence. They decided to purchase the property in Emery Village in 1796 since it had access to a river, which 
gave them a source of income from felling the trees and floating them down the Humber River.   They built a large wood 
cabin along the Toronto Carrying Place trail, a portage route used by the First Nations and French Explorers.

P2     CROSSON
          Available photo - Joseph Crosson family in 1878
John Crosson and Elizabeth Gower settled in Emery Village in 1806, the second settlers, arriving from the United States 
with all of their possessions on the back of a colt.  They were reported to have the first wagon in West York.  They had a 
large family of 11 children, and lived in the wilderness along with the Devins until the third family settled in Emery Village 
12 years later.  John Crosson was involved in the early government, serving as a Pathmaster in 1812 and 1814.  

P3     WAR OF 1812
During the War of 1812, there were only two families living in Emery Village, the Devins and the Crossons.  Although 
neither settler fought in the war, they likely aided the British by helping transport supplies to Fort York along the Toronto 
Passage, the ancient portage route that ran between their properties.  Isaac Devins brother, Simeon, fought in the war 
with General Brock in Niagara and died near St. Catherines of illness.  Two of the Crosson relatives also were killed in 
action.  Jacob Kaiser, who later purchased land in Emery Village, was only 16 years old when he fought in the War. 

P4     YORK MINUTES
          Available Photo - York Town Minutes and Census
The first meeting of the Township of York was held in 1797, and Isaac Devins of Emery Village was elected as the 
Constable for the Humber.    The List of Inhabitants prepared for the first year listed 437 people living in York (Toronto), 
and only 51 inhabitants in the area known as the Humber.  Pathmasters were elected to implement Statute Law which 
required all landowners to clear and maintain the line or concession road in front of their property.   After a heavy rain, 
the pioneers had to sweat and toil to clear the muddy roads which continually washed out.  Road clearing was a critical 
task as it provided a connection between the pioneers houses that were isolated in the dense woods.  A Poundkeeper 
was elected to fine the owners of hogs, which were allowed to run free, if they were allowed to enter a restricted area.  
The Poundkeeper remained as a position in the Government of North York up until the 1950’s.

P5     CHRISTOPHER WATSON 
Born in 1759 in Alston, Cumberland County, England, Christopher Watson and his second wife Margaret Archer and 
three children came to settle in Emery Village in 1820.  Although free land was being offered further north in the Township 
of Vaughan, Christopher Watson decided to buy the farm owned by James Finch that had a few acres of land cleared 
with a house and a barn.  Being 60 years of age, he did not want to have to put in years of pioneer work clearing the 
land before any crops could be sown.  Only the third family to settle in Emery Village, the Watsons memoires tell of the 
family being occasionally visited by the Mississauga First Nations who had camps nearby. 

P6     MARGARET WATSON:  Trek to St. Lawrence Market
In the early days of Emery Village the pioneers were living in a vast forested wilderness with few roads, horses or other 
means of travel.  Christopher Watson’s wife, Margaret, an excellent butter maker, would walk 15 km to the St. Lawrence 
Market (located in downtown Toronto at Jarvis Street and The Esplanade) carrying a basket on her head, and return the 
same day.  The road conditions at that time likely meant that walking was the fastest means of travel.  She would leave 
at 4:00 in the morning, and return at sunset.  There were few markets to exchange goods in the 1820’s and 1830’s so 
pioneers often had to travel long distances for basic goods. 

P7     COMMUNITY BUILDING – logging bees, quilting 
          Available photo - barn raising in Emery Village
Most of the early settlers arrived in Canada with few possessions or tools to help them clear the forest, build a homestead 
or farm.  The pioneers would often share their resources with many people working together on a single task to get the 
job done.   Christopher Watson was critically maimed from an accident at a logging bee, dying shortly thereafter. 

  

2.3.2 THE PIONEERS:  British Settlement to Confederation

     the pioneers     P 1-7
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     the pioneers     P  8-13

P8     1837 REBELLION
          Available Photo - Duncan house
John Duncan of Emery Village, became known as the “Radical of the Radicals” when he gave refuge to ten of 
the Rebels who fled following the Battle of Montgomery Inn.   A suspicious neighbour summoned the militia who 
surrounded the Duncan home after midnight on December 9, 1837.  After several shots were fired, the rebels were 
captured including Lieutenant Peter Matthews who was one of the three rebels who were hung for their crimes on 
April 12, 1838.  John Watson managed to avoid going to jail likely due to the influence of his brother William A. 
Duncan III who was a Justice of the Peace in York Township.  Other Emery citizens involved in the Rebellion were 
John Watson, the neighbour to the south, whose gun was seized and John C. Devins who set out to join the Rebels 
but was taken prisoner and released 6 months later on May 23, 1838.  

P9     DUNCAN FAMILY – Land Barons  
          Available Photo - Historical Map, W.A. Duncan
When the first settlers arrived in Emery Village land prices were relatively inexpensive as the British wished to 
quickly settle the land following the War of 1812.  The time was ripe for large extended families to purchase large 
blocks of land.  William Duncan II of Ireland amassed 1,700 acres in North York for himself and his family.  His son 
Adam purchased 400 acres in this location in 1830, while his brother John purchased 200 acres northwest of Finch 
and Weston.   In 1847, another brother James purchased 200 acres just south of here.   By 1850, two families, 
the Duncans and the Griffiths, owned 32% of the land in Emery Village.  The large single-family land holdings 
diminished a couple of generations later as the population increased and the Industrial Age began signalling that 
a wide variety of sources of income in manufacturing, service and transportation became available and there was 
less reliance on farming.

P10     DUNCAN MILLS
John Duncan operated a sawmill just east of here along Burn’s Creek which is now buried.  The sawmill provided the 
lumber for the Pine Ridge Methodist Church located west of Islington Avenue just north of the existing Pine Ridge 
Cemetery on land donated by Joseph Rowntree, an entrepreneurial miller, road builder and philanthropist.  The 
church was built in 1847 and only used for approximately 15 years before it was torn down; however, the cemetery 
became one of the main places of burial for the Emery Village families of Devins, Duncan, Johnston, Parsons, 
Plunkett, Rowntree and Watson.  Other burial places for Emery Village citizens are in Weston and Woodbridge 
(north of Highway 7 and east of Islington).  

P11     GHOST STORY
In 1867, the last farm lot in Emery Village was sold to John Watson, son of Christopher Watson who was born in a log 
cabin on his father’s farm to the north in 1821.  A rumour was started by George Taylor, a tenant who was farming the 
cleared portion of Lot 21, Conc. VI at the time of the purchase, that the house he was renting on the Watson property 
was haunted.  The Watson brothers would hear hideous and unearthly noises at night around the house known as 
the Bachelor’s Den.  Although it was 150 years after the Salem witch executions, many people firmly believed in the 
existence of spooks and ghosts.  The Watson brothers wisely decided to hold on to their new farm, and not long 
afterward George Taylor himself “gave up the ghost”, leaving the rented house unoccupied.  
 
P12   HUMBER LUMBER 
           Available Photo - Humber River
For the first settlers in the early 1800’s, the Humber River was an important route, providing access to the dense 
forest.  The pioneers could cut and sell the trees as a source of income to buy seed, plows, horses and hogs.  The 
Griffith brothers, not having many assets, bought land along the Humber with a 10-year lease-hold agreement.  
They diligently cleared the trees, floating them down the Humber River to the sawmills downstream in Weston.  At 
the end of the ten years, they had sufficient income to pay for the land outright.  This type of land transaction was 
likely quite common for the many settlers who arrived penniless.

Many sawmills were erected on the main branch of the Humber River and its tributaries.  The Rowntrees’ Greenholme 
Mills on both sides of Islington and Finch, and the Crosson Mill were the commercial backbone of the area.  Most 
sawmills closed or were abandoned by the late 1860’s when most of the forest was cleared.

P13   TRAVELLER’S INNS
In 1851, the intersection of Townline Road and Main Street (Steeles Avenue and Weston Road) was an important 
stop-over for weary travellers who would stay at the one or two room inn.  There were many inns along the major 
concession roads at this time because the roads were in such rough condition that traveling after dusk was a 
dangerous endeavour.  The pioneers could often only travel 15-20 km per day by horseback, wagon or on foot due 
to poor road conditions.  They would only attempt to travel after dark if it was a clear night with a full moon.  
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P14   FIRST SCHOOLHOUSE
           Available Photo - log house on Griffith farm
The first school sessions in Emery Village were held in 1834 in a log cabin on the Griffith lands, which later became 
knows as the Grubbe Schoolhouse.  Prior to that, all children were home-schooled.  Lessons continued to be taught 
in the Grubbe Schoolhouse until 1851, when a one-room red brick schoolhouse was built on the farm of John Crosson 
northeast of Finch Avenue and Weston Road.

P15   STEELES AVENUE
           Available Photo - farmhouse on Steeles Avenue
Formerly called the Townline Road, this portion of Steeles Avenue was renamed following the post WW2 development 
boom since it connected with Steeles Avenue at Yonge Street.  Steeles Avenue is named after J. C. Steele who owned 
an inn at Yonge and Steeles.  Originally a muddy, dirt road, Steeles later was planked with lumber from the trees felled 
to clear the forests.  In the 1850’s, the corner of Islington and Steeles was a very busy intersection containing two inns 
as well as a toll booth to collect money for road improvements.  

The toll booth was seen as a nuisance by the settlers in Emery Village when the church in Thistletown was moved to 
just north of Steeles in 1879.  All churchgoers then had to pay the toll on their way home from church each Sunday.   
The pioneers reacted by holding their own Sunday services in an abandoned log house just south of Steeles Avenue.  
The building earned the name “Bed Bug Church” as the bedbugs would come out of the woodwork when the stove 
was lit in the winter.  Fortunately, the tolls were abolished two years later and the parishioners could return to their 
church in Vaughan Township.   

P16   SHEPPARD AVENUE 
           Available Photo - Golden Lion Hotel 
Formerly called the Lansing Sideroad, this portion of Sheppard Avenue was renamed following the post WW2 
development boom since it connected with Sheppard Avenue at Yonge and Sheppard.  Sheppard Avenue is believed 
to be named for Joseph Shepard I, who helped to build the first shanties at the mouth of the Humber River in 1793.  
He acquired 400 acres (160 ha) of land at the northwest corner of Sheppard and Yonge Street and his son opened a 
general store there. Sheppard Avenue could also be named after Tom Sheperd who ran the Golden Lion Hotel on the 
southwest corner of Yonge and Sheppard.  The family of millers and landowners in early Willowdale and Lansing could 
also be the namesakes.

P17   FINCH AVENUE
          Available Photo - Islington and Finch, Weston Road and Finch 
Formerly known as Emery Sideroad, this portion of Finch Avenue was renamed following the post WW2 development 
boom since it connected with Finch Avenue at Yonge and Finch.  Finch Avenue is believed to be named after John 
Finch, the proprietor of a tavern at Yonge and Sheppard.  

P18     WESTON ROAD
            Available Photo - Joseph Usher House, Devins Wagon Shop, Horse and Carriage
In 1819, the government cut the Sixth Line Road.  Opening a road involved cutting a twenty foot space through the 
forest, felling the trees, removing the stumps and filling holes with logs, so that a wagon could easily pass through.  By 
1850, Weston Road was a plank road, which allowed travel in all weather conditions.  Requiring an enormous amount 
of lumber, logs were laid out longitudinally.  Built by the Weston Road Company, it took 5 years to complete.  Paving of 
roads began in the 1920’s with the paving of Yonge Street.

P19   KAISER
          Available Photo - Kaiser House along Steeles Avenue
The early pioneers in this part of Emery Village were mostly of German origin, United Empire Loyalists who emigrated 
to Canada following the American War of Independence.  While most Pennsylvania Germans settled in the Kitchener-
Waterloo area, others were drawn to York Township because of William Berczy, a Loyalist who fiercely advocated 
to establish the German Mills and settlement along the Don River in Richmond Hill.  Although the settlement was 
abandoned four years after it began, the steady stream of Germans immigrating to Upper Canada from the Genessee 
Valley continued for many years.  

The Snider, Kaiser and Stong families all farmed here just east of Emery Village in the early 1800’s.  The settlement 
known as Kaiserville containing a blacksmith shop, church and school was established at Jane and Steeles.  Today, 
Black Creek Pioneer Village located at Jane and Steeles contains artefacts from the belongings of these families as 
well as stories of their daily lives.

     the pioneers     P  14-19
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P20   FIRST SETTLERS – German, Irish, English
           Available Photo - Griffith House along Weston Road
When Governor Simcoe arrived to establish the Town of York in 1793, only one permanent settler, Jean Baptiste 
Rousseau the French explorer, lived in a shack at the mouth of the Humber River.  Most of the land in Toronto was 
granted to officers of the Queen’s Rangers (200 – 1000 acre plots) who arrived on Governor Simcoe’s ship.  None of the 
British landowners settled in Emery Village, but sold their holdings in 100 or 200 acre parcels to settlers. 
 
The first two families to purchase land from the Loyalists in Emery Village were the Devins (1796) and the Crosson 
(1802) families who were among the 1,000 Pennsylvanian Germans to settle in Ontario.  They travelled the 800 km 
journey by wagon, on horseback or on foot, travelling only 12 km per day.

There were no other settlers in Emery Village until almost a decade after the War of 1812, when a mixture of German 
and English immigrants settled here.  In the 1830’s, a wave of Irish immigrants bought up the majority of the land in 
Emery Village.  

P21   BUNT SHINGLE MILL
           Available Photo – W. E. Duncan house showing the Gothic Revival architectural style
Until the introduction of the first shingle mill, the pioneers had to hand-cut shingles to build their homes.  The shingles 
were handsplit from heartwood and had to be dressed or planed on a shaving-horse to make them fit evenly on the roof.   
The Bunt Shingle Mill, opened in 1851, provided the Emery Village pioneers with a less time-consuming way of making 
shingles and mouldings.  Most shingle mills had a stream powered saw that could produce mass quantities of uniform 
shingles that did not need planing.  Many pioneers at this time were able to replace the log cabins that they had initially 
constructed with brick houses and use decorative verge boards built in the Gothic Revival architectural style that was 
prevalent in Emery Village and Ontario during the mid 1800’s.
 
P22   ORANGE LODGE
           Available Photo – Orange Lodge members
The Grouse Hill Orange Lodge (Number 191) was constructed in 1847 by the Griffith brothers (Thomas, Matthew and 
Joseph).  It was of log construction, measured 18 by 24 feet and was named Grouse Hill after the Griffith farms.  The 
Orange Lodge served as a meeting place for the early pioneers who gathered to socialize and take a break from the 
demanding physical strains of felling trees, building houses, drawing water, picking stones and making fences.  Today 
the Grouse Hill Orange Lodge is part of the County of Toronto Orange Lodge whose offices are located at Yonge and 
Sheppard.

P23   PARSON-WATSON CLAN
           Available Photo – Parson house, Dr. Archer Watson
Pioneer families in the early 1800’s were typically large with few having less than eight children.  A most complicated 
family arrangement occurred after the death of Christopher Watson.  His widow, Margaret, remarried in 1828 and 
brought her four children and two step-children to live at the home of her new husband Jacob Parsons whose farm 
backed onto the Watsons.  Jacob Parsons had children of his own, and soon Jacob and Margaret had two more 
children.  The result was that four families, all related, were living under the same roof.

Two of the grandchildren of this clan became prominent in the medical field.  Dr. James Archer Watson, born on the 
Parsons farm in Emery, was a philanthropist who catered to the needs of the under privileged.  Upon his tragic early 
death after his horse was run down by a train, it was said that “the poor of Toronto would miss Doctor J. Archer Watson, 
one of their best friends”.  His cousin, Dr. Richard Parsons likewise studied medicine at the University of Toronto Trinity 
College who received the Master of Surgery in 1901.  He served as a surgeon for three years in World War I, and later 
became the President of the Alberta Medical Association and the Vice President of the Canadian Medical Association.

     the pioneers     P  20-23
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P24   SONS OF TEMPERANCE
           Available Photo– copy of York by-law 1941 for public morals
The Temperance movement sought to reduce the amount of alcohol consumed or even prevent its production 
and consumption.  It is associated with the Wesleyan Methodist religion.  During the 1840’s, it was believed that 
self-discipline was essential to economic success for the many self-employed farmers and business owners, and 
that alcohol was a hindrance to success.
  
Richard Parsons was the first Presiding Officer and Worthy Patriarch of the Sons of Temperance Claremount 
Division No. 85 which first met in Emery Village in 1860 at the corner of Finch Avenue and Weston Road.  Many 
villagers joined the patriarchal society and must have believed that the government, who were restricting the sale, 
manufacture and distribution of alcohol, was not being effective in restricting drunkenness.

Through the Canadian Temperance Act of 1878, the upper governments transferred the ability to restrict retail 
sales of alcohol to local governments through popular vote, and the Township of York enacted its first By-law for 
Public Morals which prohibited disorderly conduct in public places, gambling, offensive language and indecent 
exposure.   Though popular for many years, membership in the Sons of Temperance sharply declined in 1890.

When WWI began, the prohibition of alcohol was at its peak and all provinces except for Quebec prohibited 
the sale of alcohol in 1915 and 1916.  A short-lived movement, the consumption of alcohol was prevalent in the 
Roaring Twenties.

In order to become a member, a man had to be nominated by an existing member, who then investigated his 
worthiness.  The Sons of Temperance required a two-dollar initiation fee, an amount equal to a week’s wages for 
an ordinary worker.  In addition, the weekly membership fee was six cents.  It had secret rituals, signs, passwords, 
hand grips and regalia.  The organization also acted as an insurance company. Its constitution required the 
brotherhood to pay thirty dollars to cover the burial costs of any brother who died. It also required the payment 
of fifteen dollars for the funeral costs of a member’s dead wife.  A bylaw required fellow brothers to visit any sick 
brother at least once a day, and one of the orders of business at each meeting was to identify any brothers who 
were ill. The organization later admitted women.

     the pioneers     P  24
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2.3.3 THE FARMERS:  Confederation to the Industrial Age

     the farmers     F  1 - 4

F1     GENERAL STORE AND POST OFFICE
          Available photo – Dayton post mark
In 1878,  John Watson built a General Store, post office and residence on the northwest corner of Weston Road and 
Finch Avenue on a few acres of his 100 acre farmland.  These services were much needed additions to the village 
which already contained the school, church, train station, blacksmith shop and wagon shop.  John Watson became 
postmaster in 1892 when he retired from farming at the age of 81, and was assisted by his daughter Margaret, who 
remained the postmaster until 1915 when postal delivery to individual homes replaced the Post Office system.

Postal service in Canada had just recently become standardized through legislation passed 5 years prior following 
Confederation.  Before 1878, mail was retrieved from Weston on foot and left at the blacksmith shop for residents to 
retrieve the mail.  The first postmaster was M.S. Burkholder, a former teacher at Emery School, whose family lived 
just west and north of Emery Village.  Postmasters were responsible for the collection and dispersal of mail and were 
required to supply their own wax, stamp pads, ink, cushions, and other stationery as well as purchase pigeonholes, 
drawers, signs, letterboxes, and other fittings.

F2     EMERY SCHOOLS
         Available photo – 1914 Schoolhouse, school bell, memorial cairn in schoolyard               
In 1851, a little red schoolhouse was constructed on the northeast corner of Weston Road and Finch Avenue as part of 
the “little red schoolhouse” program that sought to formalize education and school facilities for the first time in Upper 
Canada.  The Emery School was a one-room schoolhouse that provided education for the local children including 
those from Humber Summit (west of Islington Avenue) and Kaiserville (Pioneer Village area, east of Keele Street).  

The Emery school had small windows, a slanted writing board along the wall, a few textbooks, teacher’s table and chair, 
pointer, a pail and cup for drinking water and a “birch”.  The first teacher for Emery’s 1851 brick school was the very well 
qualified Miss Scobey from Scotland.  Her assignment was soon followed by notable teacher W. O. Watson, eldest son 
of pioneers Christopher and Margaret Watson, who became the Superintendent of Schools for York in 1860 and later 
wrote “A History of the Humber” which is located in the North York Central Library.  For the most part, students at the 
school were six to ten years old, although in the winter months with less farm work to be done, older children also went 
to school.  In 1914, a two storey schoolhouse was built to accommodate the expanding population, which continued 
to operate until 1958.
 
F3     CLAREMOUNT WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH
         Available photo - church with congregation on front lawn
Methodism arrived in Canada from the United States in 1791, and quickly spread throughout the rural areas where 
numerous churches were built in many small villages.  The Church emphasized abstinence from alcohol, the importance 
of family life and values, and that every individual has inherent value resulting in a doctrine for the equality of women 
and cultural groups.

In 1851, a Methodist congregation began worshipping in the little red schoolhouse soon after it was built, just a few 
years after the Pine Ridge Methodist Church was constructed in Humber Summit.  Fifteen years later, Emery citizens, 
led by John Duncan and Joseph Watson, collected enough money to construct the Claremont Methodist Church 
designed by the architect William Tyrell.  The land was donated by John and Elizabeth Crosson, the second family to 
settle in Emery Village.  The Church became the centre of community life, hosting many social events.  Jennie Crosson 
played organ and taught Sunday School.  When the United Church was founded in 1925, the Methodist Church in 
Emery merged with several others to form the Riverside-Emery United Church which today is located on Weston Road 
just north of Highway 401.

F4     BLACKSMITH SHOP
         Available photo - Riley House on former Crosson lot built with logs from blacksmith shop
The grandson of Emery’s first settler opened a blacksmith shop at Weston and Finch in 1870, the same year that 
the railway was opened.  Using a fireplace, tongs and anvils, the blacksmith would shape crude metal into usable 
implements such as knives, axes, nails, chains, plows and horseshoes.  The blacksmith shop was essentially the local 
hardware store.  

Isaac Devin III’s blacksmith shop was short-lived due to the advance of the Industrial Age which made small stores all 
but obsolete.  By the late 1800’s, the railroads had linked the country and hardware was manufactured at plants and 
sold in hardware stores.  Blacksmithing became a specialty.  Isaac Devins’ blacksmith shop was closed in the 1890’s.
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F5     CARRIAGE SHOP
         Available Photo - found in “From Longhouse to Highrise” 
In 1873, just 3 years after his brother Isaac opened the Blacksmith Shop to the north,  John R. Devins opened a Carriage 
Shop.  A wagon maker by trade, John Devins’ shop provided horse-drawn vehicles to the local community.  The much 
improved roads allowed travel by wagon and carriage to be possible by the late 1850’s.  The advance of the Industrial 
Age with mass-production and rapid transport by railway combined to render the Carriage Shop obsolete soon after it 
opened.  The building was moved to the rear of the property where John’s son Roy used it as a chicken coop.

F6     EMERY STATION  
         Available Photos - map of railway line, photo of station
Emery Station was opened in 1871 as the first stop between Weston in the south and Owen Sound to the north for the 
Toronto Grey Bruce Railway.  The railway provided a fast alternative to transport raw materials from Lake Ontario to Lake 
Huron as opposed to the shipping route on the Great Lakes and was not intended for significant passenger traffic.  The 
effectiveness of the 300 km long Toronto Grey Bruce Railway was extremely short-lived as it had been constructed of a 
narrow gauge to reduce construction costs but the large volume of transported goods began to deteriorate the rail lines.  

By 1883, the Canadian Pacific Railway company acquired it to achieve their goal of creating the first trans-Canada rail 
line and replaced the narrow gauge.  The tracks were slightly re-aligned and it was likely at this time that the Emery 
Station moved from southeast of Weston Road and Finch Avenue West to northeast of the intersection.  Emery Station 
was listed as 8.0 miles from Toronto along the Mac Tier line.  Emery Station was removed sometime after 1959, likely at 
the time that the farming community was converted to an urban neighbourhood.  

F7     HOOVER FARM – Emery Beauty 508 Prize Cow
          Available Photo - Hoover house built in 1890
Abraham Hoover and his wife, Elizabeth Crosson (great-grand daughter of pioneer John Crosson) were dairy farmers 
on 100 acres during the early 1900’s.  Abraham and his only son, Arthur, would show the best of their breed at the 
Canadian National Exhibition, a showcase for excellence in agriculture, industry, arts and sports.  In 1906 the Hoovers 
won first place at a milking contest for their prize cow “Emery Beauty 508”. 

F8     THOMAS GRIFFITH – Reeve of York Township 
          Available Photo – Griffith home and tombstone in Weston Cemetery
Thomas Griffith ran for and was elected to office in the Township of York Council in 1911.  Three years later he ran for 
Mayor (Reeve) of York Township and won, becoming the last Reeve to be elected who was from a rural area.  A popular 
and devoted leader, Thomas had a nine year career in politics including the Warden of the County.  During WW1 he 
worked diligently to levee and collect over $400,000 for the war effort.

F9     RIVERMEDE
          Available photo – Gardiner house, hand-drawn map giving directions from Toronto
Percy and Gertrude Gardiner, highly successful Toronto entrepreneurs, purchased the property known as Rivermede 
for their summer retreat in the 1920’s.  Lavish swimming parties were held in the luxurious swimming pool surrounded 
by colourful gardens.  Percy and Gertrude Gardiner may best be remembered as being some of Canada’s leading 
philanthropists who anonymously supported almost any charity that asked for help.

F10   RIVALDA FARMS AND CONSOLIDATED ADVERTISING
          Available photo – Consolidated Advertising employees in a cornfield
The first modern industry in Emery Village was located on Rivalda Farms, a dairy farm run by Richard Storer and Hilda 
Christensen.  The business was called Consolidated Advertising which produced large scale posters for advertising 
dairy products such as milk and ice cream.  A fire burned the business and the farmhouse, so the Storers bought the 
100 acre farm across the street in 1954.  

One year later, the Storers sold the land to Sheppard Main Developments who were amassing land for a new industrial 
and residential subdivision.  The Storers moved their business northward into Vaughan Township on the northwest 
corner of Steeles Avenue and Weston Road.
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     the farmers     F  11 -12

F11    CANADIAN HOME CIRCLE COMMUNITY CENTRE
           Available photo – Community Centre with schoolhouse
In 1890, the citizens of Emery Village constructed a two-storey community centre that had a meeting hall on the second 
floor with a stable underneath.  It was used by many different organizations including the Canadian Home Circle, a 
family oriented Canada-wide organization who held many social events, the Grouse Hill Orange Lodge meetings, Sons 
of Temperance meetings, church socials and public meetings.  As the only community facility for miles around, the 
Community Centre was an important gathering place and community building facility.  The Canadian Home Circle sold 
the building to the community in 1922.  It was used as an additional classroom for the Emery School before a portable 
was erected behind the school.    

F12   HUMBER SUMMIT VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE  
          Available photo - firetruck, fire station in Humber Summit, crew
Due to the constant threat of grass fires, the Humber Summit Volunteer Fire brigade was formed during the Depression 
with Harry Parks Senior as the first Fire Chief.  The primitive fire-fighting equipment consisted merely of a bucket 
brigade where the fire fighters would form a line and pass bucket after bucket of water from a nearby water source.  
However, in 1942, the fire fighters constructed a pump and ladder truck from a donated chassis of a 1939 Chevrolet 
gas-tanker.  The volunteer Brigade had many memorable moments and provided a valuable community service.
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2.3.4 THE ENTREPRENEURS:  WW2 to Present

E1     EMERY VILLAGE BIA
         Available photo – photograph of Entry sign at Weston and Sheppard, executive committee
The Emery Village BIA is the largest Business Improvement Area in Canada with over 1,650 businesses.  The BIA was 
formulated in 1993 by Councillor Giorgio Mammoliti (Ward 7) and Lorraine Chabot-Vecera of Centennial Sweeping.  In 
2006, the Emery Village Arts and Historic Committee merged with the BIA giving the Emery Village BIA a wide-range 
community focus.  To celebrate the rich history of the area, the BIA has embarked on an ambitious program of erecting 
historical signs and artwork to commemorate the people who contributed to Emery Village’s development.  

E2     SHEPPARD TO FINCH
         Available Photo – airphoto of 1957 
The transformation of Emery Village from rural to industrial /residential began in the mid 1950’s starting in the south at 
Sheppard Avenue.  In a Council Resolution dated July 11, 1955, the Planning Department was instructed to give top 
priority to the industrial plan of subdivision north of Sheppard.  The 100 acre development proposed by C. D. Milani 
of Sheppard – Main Developments came about after he assembled 50 properties over a two year period at a price of 
$8,000 per acre.  He successfully convinced the Township to develop part of the land as a residential subdivision which 
would bring a more immediate return on his investment that he could then use for the industrial subdivision.  

By 1957, the residential portion of Rivalda Heights (west of Weston Road) was complete.  Rivalda Road was constructed 
but only had a handful of businesses.  There was no requirement to bury hydro lines or provide sidewalks in industrial 
areas in the 1951 North York Official Plan, so the sidewalks were added later.  After two years and many land severance 
applications, industrial development along Rivalda Road was 80% complete and many of the buildings are still intact.  
At that time there were no architectural control standards to regulate the design of the buildings or coordinate the 
appearance of the streetscape as each development application was considered separately.  As a result there are many 
different architectural styles, expressions, materials, colours and signage that change from building to building.
  
E3     J. C. CURTIS
         Available photo – J.C. Curtis at a public meeting
In March, 1957, J. C. Curtis became the new Planning Director for the fastest growing urban area in Ontario.  North 
York Township was undergoing a massive development boom just as Curtis became a member of the North York 
Planning Board, the body that made decisions on development applications.  Just a few months later, the first industrial 
Plan of Subdivision for Emery Village north of Finch was submitted.  Curtis was the key player in striking the deal with 
the landowners requiring them to form a syndicate and submit a Master Plan for the 1000 acre industrial site thereby 
rendering Emery Village as the first planned Industrial Park in Metro Toronto.  The industrial land in Emery Village was 
subdivided into large industrial lots, which were then divided into smaller lots by way of land severances.  J. C. Curtis 
reviewed all development applications and was an advocate for big industry such as Apotex, Ford and Northern Electric 
to locate here.  The industrial, residential and commercial areas in Emery Village developed under his direction for the 
next twenty years.  

E4     DEVELOPMENT IN NORTH YORK – 
          Available photo - first Zoning By-law 
Following WW2, a massive building boom was expanding northward Toronto, making North York the fastest growing 
municipality in Ontario.  The Township of North York was one of the first to utilize the provisions of the first Ontario 
Planning Act of 1946 which set out a land use planning system to manage change, sustainability, economic growth 
and social impacts.  The first North York Official Plan was approved in 1948 which designated lands for residential, 
commercial, industrial, open space, parkland, institutional or rural uses.  The first comprehensive Zoning By-law for 
the township was approved four years later.  In both of these documents Emery Village was designated primarily for 
industrial development due to its prime location beside Highway 400 and direct access to the CPR railway.

E5     Dr. E. G. Faludi 
          Available photo – 1951 North York Official Plan, portrait of E. G. Faludi
Immigrating to Canada in 1940 from Italy, Dr. E. G. Faludi quickly established himself as an expert in town planning and 
was hired to prepare Metro Toronto’s first Master Plan.  He later went on to prepare more than 30 Official Plans and 
zoning by-laws for towns throughout Ontario.  He was known as a vehement advocate of providing a strong industrial 
base for a booming residential population, as well as creating a live-work environment.  In 1952, he prepared North 
York’s first comprehensive Zoning By-Law and designated Emery Village as the largest industrial area in Canada.  He 
is considered one of the primary urban planners who managed the post WW2 development boom in North York and 
Toronto.
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E6     FORD PLANT
         Available photo - airphoto of warehouse
In December, 1956, the Ford Motor Company purchased 41 acres of prime industrial land to develop it as a warehouse 
site.  The development was viewed as a much anticipated endeavour which would be a catalyst for the industrial 
development of Emery Village to the north and the west.
 
E7     BARRIE HIGHWAY (400) 
          Available photo - airphoto of the new highway in 1955
The Toronto portion of Highway 400, formerly known as the Barrie Highway, was constructed in 1951 as part of the 
massive building boom that Toronto was experiencing following WW2.  The Barrie Highway was the third freeway to 
be built by the Provincial Government which provided a fast, clean route between cities.  It was designed to offset the 
congestion along Highway 11 (Yonge Street) and Highway 27.  The four lane, controlled access, divided highway was 
officially opened in June, 1952, and connected with the newly constructed Highway 401 which terminated at Weston 
Road at that time.   In its early days, direct driveway access for the businesses located in Emery Village along Arrow 
Road (which are still in existence today) was permitted.  The Barrie Highway was one of the principal attractions for 
businesses to become established in Emery Village.  In the 1970’s, this portion of Highway 400 expanded to six lanes, 
and later was expanded to 12 lanes.

E8     MILVAN: C.D. Milani and J. C. Vanhuyse
          Available photo - C.D. Milani 
Milvan Drive is named after two of the ten landowners in the Signet syndicate who developed the 1000 acre industrial 
site northwest of Finch and Highway 400 – C. D. Milani and J. C. Vanhuyse.  Penn Drive is named after B. Penn, an 
associate.  

C. D. Milani was a self-made millionaire and philanthropist who was raised in a mining town near Sudbury by poor 
Italian immigrants.  He began developing land west of Yonge Street in North York in the 1940’s and began amassing 
land for development in the Emery Village area in the 1950’s.  He first assisted Cadillac Corporation in the development 
of Rivalda Heights residential community located southwest of Weston Road and Finch Avenue, then developed the 
residential and industrial land stretching from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue between Weston Road and Highway 
400.  For the 1000 acre parcel north of Finch, Milani was the President of the Signet group who developed it.  He would 
later develop many residential subdivisions in Woodbridge in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  

A proud Canadian and philanthropist, Milani was instrumental in assisting the Italian community that had settled in the 
area by developing the Italian Gardens at Islington Avenue and Finch Avenue, and contributing time and donations to 
Villa Columbo at Lawrence Avenue and Dufferin Street that aided people in need and organized events.  Milani was 
a visionary who wanted to leave his mark on the urban fabric of North York and Vaughan and whose opinions were 
always made known in local newspapers.  He died in February, 1986, at the age of 74 after a lengthy illness. 

E9     FIRST PLAN OF SUBDIVISION
         Available photo -  original plan of subdivision filed with the City
In Emery Village the first industrial development located north of Finch Avenue occurred along Milvan Drive and Penn 
Road.  A hand-drawn plan for the 7 industrial lots was submitted in July, 1957, by developers C. D. Milani and J. C. 
Vanhuyse who had a lease-hold agreement with members of the Rowntree family that had owned the land since 
1847.  The original plan shows Penn Drive as a cul-de-sac which was later changed to a through street which is more 
amenable for truck traffic.  On October 14, 1958, the plan was adopted by North York Council.  

E10     PROJECT 400 
            Available photo – promotional plan view of the development plan
In 1958, Project 400 was proposed as a $75 million land development project to be built on 1200 acres north of Finch 
between Islington Avenue and Highway 400.  It was expected to create employment for 7,000 people and homes 
for 5,000, and was the largest development of its kind in Canada.  In a highly unconventional land use planning 
arrangement, the Township of North York agreed to share the servicing costs if the landowners got together and formed 
a syndicate, and agreed to sell the land to industrialists for a fixed maximum price of $7,500 to $10,000 per acre for 
serviced industrial land.  The Township further stipulated that the development should occur over a 3-5 year time period 
to encourage the syndicate to aggressively market the industrial land to potential buyers.

The original plan proposed to close Weston Road (then known as Main Street) between Finch and Toryork to avoid 
the level railway crossing north of Finch Avenue and Weston Road and envisioned Signet Drive as the major north-
south connection.  However, this plan was quickly amended when Signet agreed to construct a rail underpass to 
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allow vehicular traffic.  Humber Gardens residential community located northwest of Finch and Islington Avenues was 
constructed as part of the Master Plan.

The construction of roads began in 1959, proceeding from Finch Avenue northward.  The development continued in 11 
phases over the next 15-20 years.  The last portion to be developed was the 100 acre parcel centred around Ormont 
Drive west of Weston Road since the landowner, H. H. Eckler, did not join the syndicate of developers.  By the time it 
was developed, there were new design standards in place which can be seen in the tree-lined streets with sidewalks 
and higher quality architecture.     

E11     SIGNET DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
             Available Photo - signatures of the syndicate of developers on the first plan  
Signet Drive is named after the syndicate of developers who constructed the 1,200 acres of industrial and residential 
land north of Finch Avenue.  Signet Developments was formed so that the development of the land could proceed 
according to a Master Plan for the entire area.  C. D. Milani acted as the spokesperson for the syndicate which included 
the following developers: 

Toryork Leaseholds – M and H Tanenbaum
Kenhar Leaseholds – H. Tanenbaum
Finmar Developments – Finlay McLachlin
Finley W. McLachlan Limited – Finlay McLachlin
Samorstan Development Ltd. – M. Snow
J. G. Young and Son Ltd. – J. G. Young
Township of North York Development Files for Signet Developments

E12     TANENBAUM
            Available photo – landowner map
Toryork, Fenmar and Kenhar Roads are named after the leasehold companies owned by Max Tanenbaum and his 
son Howard who later became one of Canada’s wealthiest families.  Max Tanenbaum was listed as the President 
and spokesperson for Toryork Leaseholds (developer of the Lawder 100-acre farm, the Payne 100-acre farm and the 
Watson 50 acre farm), Rae-Ann Developments Ltd., Humbra Developments, and part-owner of Kenhar Leaseholds Ltd. 
(the 150 acre Beggs farm and a 40 acre parcel northwest of Finch and Weston Road) – making him the developer with 
the largest holdings in the Signet Development Group.

Max started in business at the age of 12  in 1930 when his father sent him to the bank to borrow money for his scrap 
metal business – Runnymede Steel.  Dealing with the banks became his specialty as he later borrowed millions to make 
millions.  He became a successful businessman in steel, construction and real estate for over half a century.  He fiercely 
guarded his privacy, only granting one interview to the Toronto Star over the years.  Referring to the early years he said 
“and I won’t deny it ….there were times I cried to make people pay their bills”.  His guiding principle when it came to 
real estate was that he was only interested if the site was within a one-hour drive from Toronto – an expression of his 
love of the City.

The Tanenbaum family has become well-known for their generous support of many worthy causes as well as owning 
successful companies such as KVN (Kilmer Van Nostrand, a company that builds airports and subways around the 
world that Max Tanenbaum acquired at the same time that Emery Village was being developed for industrial uses), the 
Warren Paving and Materials Group Ltd. (Canada’s largest asphalt  paving company) and York Steele Construction Ltd.  
Their many real estate holdings included the Palace Pier in Toronto.

E13     HYDRO CORRIDOR
In 1960, the Canadian government introduced a National Energy Policy that would set up an energy grid system 
connecting power sources in the north to the highly populated areas in the south.  The Crown corporation Ontario 
Hydro (Hydro One) expropriated land and built the high voltage (500,000 volts) transmission line through Emery Village 
shortly after.  Starting in the west at the transformer station located northeast of Highway 401 and Highway 27, the 
transmission line extends through the Emery Creek watershed in a northeast direction, than continues due east north 
of Finch Avenue to the eastern boundary of Toronto and beyond.

Six oil pipelines are sited in the Hydro corridor, as well as a nearby sanitary sewer and watermain that were constructed 
as part of the Emery Village industrial and residential development.  The $150,000 sanitary sewer was paid for by Signet 
Developers as part of the planning approval by the Township of North York. 
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E14     ITALIAN GARDENS
           Available photo - conceptual drawing, airphoto, swimming pool
As a centre for new immigrants to Canada, Italian Gardens was a recreational space which began construction in 
1959 on a 10 hectare parcel northwest of Islington and Finch.  Italian Gardens was founded by C. D. Milani, one of the 
principal developers for the 1000 acre industrial subdivision known at the time as Project 400.  He donated $250,000 
for its construction.  A proud Canadian, Milani wanted to help the many new Italian immigrants who were settling in 
the Emery Village and Humber Summit areas to assimilate into Canada.  On weekends approximately 10,000 visitors 
would use the soccer fields, bowling alleys, swimming pool, picnic areas and dancing pavilion.  The park was owned 
and operated by a group of 35 Italian-Canadian business people.  Six years later the administration centre located in 
the Rowntree farmhouse was destroyed by fire.  The land was sold for development and incorporated into the adjacent 
Humber Gardens community.  The Gord and Irene Risk Community Centre today occupies the southwest corner of 
Italian Gardens where the Rowntree farmhouse once stood.
  
E15   FINCH GARDEN
          Available photo – architect’s rendering, Finch Garden apartments in 1966
Originally designed as a medical centre, the design concept for this mixed use modern-style building was changed to 
13 retail stores located on the ground floor with apartments above.  The rezoning was approved on April 29th, 1964, 
making one of three strip malls to be constructed within one year.  At that time, the northeast corner of Milvan Drive and 
Finch Avenue contained a TD bank and plans for a gas station on the northwest corner were being considered.  The 
opening of the Finch Garden Apartments in 1955 represented a new housing form that was beginning to be constructed 
in Toronto – large scale, multiple unit, multi-storey apartment buildings considered avant-garde for its time.

E16   EMERY CREEK
Emery Creek is a branch of the Humber River which was designated a Canadian Heritage River in 1999.  The Humber 
is the largest watershed in the Toronto region draining an area of 809 square kilometers.  Prior to European settlement, 
the First Nations relied on the Humber and its tributaries as a source of water, fish, and for transport.  The natural history 
of the Humber gradually changed after European settlement.   Emery Creek was first used for saw and lumber mills 
during the early 1800’s, and later as a source of water for livestock and settlers during the farming era.  As the forests 
were cleared, the water temperature rose which lead to the demise of cold water fish such as salmon and brook trout.  
When the surrounding land was developed for industrial uses, part of the creek was buried and channelized.  An 
Environmental Assessment was conducted in 1990 to determine the suitability of designing a stormwater management 
pond system in the creek bed to improve the quality of water entering the Humber River.  The stormwater ponds were 
constructed shortly thereafter.  

E17   GLOBAL HUB -  “The four corners of the earth have come together in Emery Village.”
Until the 1950’s, Canadian citizens of Emery Village and the surrounding community were mostly of British descent.   
The 1960’s saw many skilled Italian tradesmen settle here.  Ten years later a wave of new pioneers from Asia, Africa, the 
West Indies, South America, and India arrived in Emery Village, making it the most multi-cultural community in Toronto.  
The Emery Village BIA contains restaurants and businesses from around the world as well as over 40 different cultural 
and religious organizations.    

E18   EMERY COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
In February, 1950, Earl Haig Secondary School in Willowdale was the only high school in North York Township.  Ten 
years later, the development boom brought 20,000 newcomers to North York and the need for new high schools was 
great.  Emery Collegiate was opened in 1961 under the direction of Principal Mr. C.G. Brown and Vice Principal Mr.  A. 
S. Merritt.   Emery Junior High was opened in 1964 with the first Principal Mr. W.M. Morris with Vice Principals Mr. C.A. 
Pritchard and Mr. Roger Lillie.

E19   HURRICANE HAZEL
          Available Photo  - destruction of several homes in Humber Summit
On October 15, 1954 Hurricane Hazel’s rains caused the Humber River to flood in the worst disaster to hit Emery Village.  
The heavy rainfall during the storm caused the river to rise over 6.0 m in one hour.  Twelve cottages in Humber Summit 
were destroyed and many trees uprooted as the water rushed down the channel in towering waves.  The courage of 
the Humber Summit Volunteer Fire Brigade was tested that night.  Risking their lives, Fire Chief Charlie Jordan and his 
crew worked through the night rescuing people who were trapped on the roof of their homes.  The force of the flooding 
water had redirected the Humber’s path to the east. North York ended up losing 40 acres of land to Etobicoke as a 
result of the Hurricane.  The Toronto Region Conservation Authority was formed immediately afterward to protect and 
preserve the valley lands. 
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E20   SPORTS HEROES
From coaches to executives to professional players, many outstanding Canadian sports persons once called Emery 
Village home.  The Emery Village BIA is proud to commemorate the following sports heroes:  

 Ron Attwell – NHL player during the 1960’s
 Jason Allison – NHL player (1993-2006)
 Adam Oates – NHL player (1985 – 2003)
 Paul Higgins – NHL player (1981 – 1983)
 Harry Pfluegl – professional hockey player in Europe
 Jim Baird – president of the North York Hockey league

E21   EMERY VILLAGE ARTISTS
From music to the written word, many outstanding artists have come from Emery Village.  The Emery Village BIA is 
proud to commemorate the following artists: 

 W. A. Watson – wrote  “A History of the Humber”, 
 Laurence Hutchman – wrote “Emery”, 1998, a collection of poetry
 Ron Chambers - internationally acclaimed composer
 Claudio Vena – internationally acclaimed composer
 Carol McCartney, singer
 Lou Pomanti, musician
 Don Dawson, art/music teacher
 Alfi Zappacosta, singer, artist

E22   COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS
The Emery Village BIA is proud to commemorate the hard working people who have dedicated countless hours toward 
making our community a better place to live.

 Roy Davis – President of the Rivalda Heights Ratepayers Association
 Lee Jackson – community activist
 Jorma Palomaki, community activist
 Julian Fantino, police officer, Superintendent of Division 31

E23   PUBLIC SERVICE LEADERS
The Emery Village BIA is proud to commemorate the many people who have fought for our interests and have bettered 
our community.

 Fred Young, builder, MPP for Yorkview, 1963 - 1981 and City Councillor – Fred Young Park
 Giorgio Mammoliti – MPP for Yorkview, 1990 – 1995, and City Councillor
 Gord Risk - Councillor
 John Booth
 Judy Sgro – MP for York West and Minister of Immigration, 1999 - 2008
 Sergio Marchi – MP for York West and Minister of Immigration, 1984  - 1988
 Jim Fleming – MP for York West and Minister of Multiculturalism, 1972 - 1983
 Sheila Lambrinos – Public School Trustee 

E24   FINCH MAIN SHOPPING CENTRE
The Finch Main Shopping Centre was constructed in 1958 on a 52 acre parcel.  It was one of the new retail centres that 
began to emerge in Ontario in the 1950’s which had a large department store with a series of smaller stores attached to 
it.  The retail stores were situated at the rear of the lot to allow large parking areas to be constructed in front.  The Main 
Finch Shopping Centre was to service the new satellite city that was emerging in Emery Village containing 1000 acres 
of industrial land, 700 homes priced from $14,000 to $16,000 and four large apartment buildings west of Weston Road 
containing 1500 units.  The shopping mall closed in 2004 due to competition from retail centres in other communities. 
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E25   FARM WOODLOT
         Available photo - oil painting of the woodlot
Fond memories of the 5 acre woodlot that once stood at the corner of Main Street and Townline Road (Weston Road 
and Steeles) are expressed by the residents who lived in the farming community before the development boom of 
the 1950’s.  An eagle’s nest used to be located here and youngsters from Humberlea would travel up here to view it.  
When Joseph Smith settled here in Emery Village in 1824, the entire 100 acre lot was heavily forested and with pain-
staking effort it was cleared, except for this small woodlot.  Settlers would often leave a small woodlot on a portion of 
the farm, particularly if the soil was wet and difficult to farm.  The woodlot provided a source of sap to make maple 
syrup, nuts such as acorns and hickory, habitat for foxes and deer which the farmers would hunt, other food such 
as raspberries, strawberries and chokecherries, and a source of wood for the building and repair of farm equipment.  

In 1976, an oil painting of the woodlot was donated to the Riverside-Emery United Church located at 2799 Weston 
Road just north of Highway 401, and can be viewed upon request.

E26   FINAL PHASE XI OF PROJECT 400
          Available Photo - airphoto of final phase
The final phase of Project 400, the industrial and residential Master Plan for the lands between Steeles Avenue in the 
north, Highway 400 in the east, Finch Avenue in the south and Islington Avenue in the west, was registered in 1969.  
The first businesses along Milvan Drive and Penn Drive had been built only 10 years before.  Retail, wholesale and 
industrial businesses soon were established along this arterial road which offered high traffic volume and access to 
Highway 400.  

One 100 acre parcel of original farmland in the interior still remained undeveloped until the 1980’s when the landowner, 
who was not part of the original syndicate of developers known as Signet, finally sold his land.  By the 1980’s higher 
urban design standards for the development were in place which is reflected in the architectural design and character 
of the streetscape in this area.  

E27   EMERY UNITED CHURCH
Emery United Church was constructed in the early 1960’s on this site to service the new residential community that 
was just being built.  The Church was built just south of a pine forest along Emery Creek which is now the parking 
lot of the Pentecostal Church.  Emery United Church was a long portable building resting on concrete blocks that 
was painted white with a black shingle roof.  In the mid 1970’s the natural flow of Emery Creek was channelized to 
prevent flooding onto Weston Road, and the bridge located behind the church (which once led to Rivalda Farms and 
Consolidated Advertising) was removed.  By the end of the 1970’s, the portable church was taken away on a flatbed 
tractor trailer as the Emery school children looked on.  

E28   FORT GARY
Following WW2, the Emery Sideroad (Finch Avenue) was still a hilly, gravel road.  The Milk Man, the Bread Man and 
the Ice Man made regular deliveries to the farms and scattered residences in Emery Village including the residents of 
Fort Gary.  Built by the Rowntree family, Fort Gary was a pioneer log cabin that stood just about where the apartment 
at Duncanwoods Drive and Finch Avenue is located.  The Rowntree family had owned the 100 acre farm stretching 
from this location to the Woodbridge Road (Islington Avenue) since the 1840’s.  The Rowntrees amassed hundreds 
of acres of land on both sides of the Humber River and quickly constructed a saw mill and two grist mills.  The area 
became known as Rowntree Mills, and was later changed to Humber Summit.   
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From wilderness, to farmland, to village, 
to suburb, the natural system within 
Emery Village has undergone many 
changes.  Today there are few remnants 
of the former natural system that existed 
at the time when the first settlers arrived 
in Emery Village.  

The BIA would like to introduce today’s 
citizens and visitors to the natural 
system of Emery Village as it evolved 
over the last 200 years.  

The 1961 Airphoto (see page 
7) shows the natural 
features (rivers, 
streams, forest 

2.4    NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM

expression.  Incorporating the natural system into the planning process 
through policies and plans for conservation, restoration and interpretation 
are the key components.  The following section outlines the BIA’s objectives 
for incorporating natural heritage design into the planning process for the 
Emery Village BIA as well as the opportunities for historical interpretation.

remnants, stands, 
groundcover and 
wildlife) that were 
in existence just 
as Emery Village 
was evolving from 
farmland to an urban 
landscape. The present 
location and extent of the 
natural system is shown 
in the diagram to the right.

All of the remnants of the 
natural system are located on 
private land or public property 
that is not within the road right-
of-way, so the BIA cannot initiate 
conservation or restoration projects 
that directly affects the natural system.   
Notwithstanding, the conservation of 
the natural system within Emery Village 
is of great importance to the Emery 
Village BIA who would like to capitalize 
on the opportunities to incorporate an 
awareness of our natural system into the 
heritage planning and design for the BIA  
by incorporating natural heritage design 
into planning decisions.

Natural heritage design refers to a design 
process whereby the physical and 
biological components of a landscape are 
used as the basis for the final landscape 

L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

Forest remnants

Existing trail

Existing Natural Heritage Features in 
Emery Village

Proposed Historic Marker
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2.4.1  CONSERVATION

Very few natural features exist within the BIA except for portions of the Emery Creek river channel that have not been 
buried.  In the pioneer days, this watercourse was known first as Duncan’s Creek, named after the Duncan family who 
had a sawmill along the creek, and later as Burn’s Creek.  During the first 50 years of settlement of Emery Village, the 
level of Duncan Creek was sufficiently high to support boating traffic.  As the forest was cleared, the river levels dropped 
significantly (as they did for all of the rivers, streams and tributaries in Southern Ontario) due to a massive decrease in 
water infiltration rates because of the deforestation.  

The Emery Village BIA’s conservation objectives for the Toryork 
Greenbelt and the maple woodlot are as follows:

•  Support the City of Toronto’s Tree Cutting By-law to prevent 
the removal of healthy, mature trees.

•  Support the construction of a trail along the Toryork Greenbelt 
so that citizens can have access to the natural heritage system 
and historic interpretation opportunities that lie within.  The BIA 
should negotiate with the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority, the City of Toronto Public Works Department and the 
Parks Department to determine the feasibility of constructing the 
trail and to determine who would implement and maintain it.

•  Install an Historic Interpretation Marker on Toryork Avenue at the 
northern limit of the Public Works yard within the public portion of 
the road right-of-way where there is a view of the natural features 
from the roadway.  The BIA should select a site within the road 
right-of-way where one or more Sugar Maple trees can be planted 
next to the Historic Interpretation Marker to provide a visual clue 
of the information being imparted.  An alternative location for the 
Historic Marker would be along Finch Avenue West within the 
public road right-of-way.  

The content of the historic sign should include information on 
the type of woodlot encountered by the first settlers, the former 
names of the creek,  the importance of the creek as a means of 
transportation for the early settlers. 

    

N1    TORYORK GREENBELT
The northern portion of Emery Creek, today 
known as the Toryork Greenbelt, contains “a 
small but biologically significant stand of natural 
mixed woodland habitat” located in a steep 
ravine, according to the 1997 Class EA Report 
for Emery Creek prepared by Marshall, Macklin, 
Monaghan. This woodlot is a good example of 
the kind of wilderness that was present when 
the first settlers arrived in Emery Village.  It has 
not been greatly disturbed over the years since 
it is located on steeply sloping river banks which 
have discouraged development from occurring.  
There is no public access to the site as it lies 
entirely on lands presently owned and operated 
by the City of Toronto Public Works Department.

A small maple woodlot is located in the northern 
part of the Toryork Greenbelt.  It is reported to 
be a regenerating stand containing seedlings 
and saplings according to the 1997 Class EA 
Report for Emery Creek.  The maple woodlot 
presents a good opportunity for interpreting the 
practice of maple sugar making by the Iroquois 
and pioneers due to the presence of the existing 
trees.  Similarly, there is no public access to the 
woodlot although portions of the woodlot are 
visible from viewpoints on Finch Avenue West 
and Toryork Road.

N2    HABITANT PARK
The steep, forested slopes of a former tributary of Emery Creek is located south of Emery Collegiate High School, east 
of Weston Road within Habitant Park.  This small patch is a physical reminder of the former topography and vegetation 
of the pre-development landscape along one of the steepest sloping streams in the Humber Watershed.  Due to its 
location within Habitant Park, it is accessible to the public and can be viewed from an existing trail that extends through 
the park.    

The Emery Village BIA’s conservation objectives for Habitant Park are as follows:

•  Support the City of Toronto’s Tree Cutting By-law to prevent the removal of 
healthy, mature trees.

• Install an Historic Interpretation Marker along Rivalda Road (see map on previous 
page) that describes the hydrology of the former forest and farming community.   

     the natural system     N 1-2
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N3 - EMERY CREEK SOUTHWEST OF FINCH AVENUE WEST AND WESTON ROAD
South of the Toryork Greenbelt, Emery Creek has been buried for its full extent through Lindylou Park, and then emerges 
as an open watercourse south of Lanyard Road.  The open portion has been altered with stream channelization and 
gabion baskets in attempts to mitigate flooding.  Much of the vegetation in Lindylou Park and south of Lanyard Road 
within the boundaries of the Emery Village BIA is in the early successional stages and does not represent the kind of 
landscape that was first encountered by the pioneers.  Notwithstanding, the BIA can capitalize on the opportunity to use 
the regenerating landscape as a vehicle for the historical interpretation of Emery Creek and the Humber River.  

The Emery Village BIA’s conservation objectives for this portion of Emery Creek are to:

N5 - APPLE ORCHARD
Many of the early settlers arriving from the United States or Europe brought seeds for fruit trees with them which 
became important staples of the family diet.  There are large, mature apple trees located in the rear yards of some of 
the homes located northeast of Sheppard Avenue West and Weston Road which are reminiscent of the important role 
that fruit orchards played in the life of the early pioneers and the settlers as they moved forward toward the industrial 
age.  To commemorate the former apple orchards, one of the historic signs at the Weston/Sheppard Historic Monument 
describes the apple orchard and its contribution to the evolution of Emery Village.  The sign was erected in 2008.  

•  Support the City of Toronto’s Tree Cutting By-law to prevent the removal of healthy, 
mature trees.

•  Install an Historic Sign on the proposed Historic Marker to be located at the intersection 
of Lanyard Road and Weston Road.  The Historic Sign should describe the historical 
evolution of Emery Creek, from a deep, cold-water river system providing a, travel route 
for the First Nations, to a farm swale, to a restored river.  The interpretation should also 
include a description of the ultimate natural restored state of the river.  

N4 - HUMBER RIVER - FIRST HOMESTEAD SITE
Just outside the Emery Village BIA boundary, one meander of the Humber River contains the site of the first homestead 
in Emery Village, built by the Devins’ family in the early 1800’s.  Although the course of the river changed significantly 
following Hurricane Hazel, the original site can be approximated from aerial photographs.  

The wooden shanty was the Devin’s family home for approximately 20 years when Emery Village was still a dense 
wilderness.  The Humber River provided them with a means of travel and a route for floating logs downstream to the 
lumber mills.  In the 1830’s, the Devin’s family moved their homestead toward the newly constructed Finch Avenue and 
Weston Road intersection.   

Since the BIA does not have any jurisdiction to install a Historic Marker on this site, the BIA should initiate discussions 
with the Toronto Region Conservation Authority and the City of Toronto Parks Department to determine if an Emery 
Village BIA historic marker can be erected there to commemorate the significant landmark.  The site chosen for the 
Historic Marker should be along the trail system within the Humber valley along a trail in the neighbouring community 
as shown in the map on page 24.

     the natural system     N 3-5
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2.4.2   RESTORATION OF THE NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM

Landscape restoration involves the manipulation of an existing landscape to recreate a former, 
naturalized state.  The objective of the restoration is to create a landscape that is self-sufficient, with 
an adequate supply of water, sunlight, wildlife and biomass to perpetuate itself as a living system.

At present, the land that the Emery Village BIA can directly influence and construct improvement 
projects on is within the public road right-of-way, and any other land that they may own as a 
corporation.  Since the public road right-of-way contains no opportunities for restoration of an 
existing natural feature, the Emery Village BIA cannot at this time undertake any landscape 
restoration projects.  

However, the Emery Village BIA can have a significant influence on promoting the landscape 
restoration of natural areas within the community by participating as a party of interest in planning 
decisions.  The BIA can make a request to the City of Toronto to be placed on the circulation list for 
development applications and policy planning directives that may have an impact on the natural 
heritage system within the BIA boundary.  As a party of interest, the BIA could actively participate 
in the planning process and ensure that the preferred planning objective of restoring the natural 
system is given a high priority in planning matters affecting Emery Village.

2.4.3   INTERPRETATION OF THE NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM

In addition to the conservation and restoration of the natural heritage system in Emery Village, there 
are opportunities to portray the significance of the natural system through interpretation programs. 

One of the best methods of interpretation is to install Historic Signs that describe the characteristics, 
function and significance of the natural system.  A description of the location and content of the five 
Historic Signs for the natural system was outlined previously in Section 2.4.1.

Other interpretation opportunities that the BIA could incorporate into their capital improvement 
projects outlined in this document and in the Emery Village BIA Capital Improvement Master Plan, 
2007, include the following:

•  At the proposed parkettes (see page 33-35 for location) and at Gateways 
and significant intersections, the BIA should consider planting heritage 
trees, shrubs, groundcovers, grasses and flowers that are part of the natural 
heritage system.

•  The BIA should consider planting a heritage garden or farm plot in 
significant areas such as at the parkettes and describe the usefulness of 
these items to the early pioneers.

For both of these options, historical signage should be installed nearby to explain the significance 
of the heritage planting and the different species that the First Nations and pioneers used in their 
daily lives.
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3.0    CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OF HISTORIC MARKERS

The Historic Markers will be the principle commemoration pieces that people will 
recognize, identify with, and associate with the history of Emery Village, since there 
are no built artefacts remaining.  They will be placed in strategic locations throughout 
the Emery Village BIA based on a consideration of the design principles in the Capital 
Works Master Plan, the historic research in the previous section of this report, and a 
consideration of the present built form and landscape pattern.  

The following section outlines the design concept for the Historic Markers within the 
Emery Village BIA.  Four different designs that are appropriate in different landscape 
settings will be used.  The style, material, colour and artistic expression of each design 
reflects the BIA’s design objectives for celebrating the history of the community within 
a contemporary urban setting.

See the next section for the placement of the Historic Markers in the community.

3.1    OVERVIEW  
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3.2    LARGE HISTORIC MARKER     HM-1  

HM-1 Large Historical Marker 

Sandblasted  
concrete, no colour 
added

Navy blue aluminum

Natural stone veneer

The Large Historic Markers will be used at 
community focal points such as the Gateways and 
at open space areas, see Historic Marker Location 
map on page 36. 

The main central column will be constructed of 
concrete and will have a light blue coating adhered 
to the exterior.  The large vertically-oriented 
lettering will be visible for motorists, pedestrians 
and cyclists, and will establish a “place name” to 
a particular area that has an historical reference.  

The blue columns will be fabricated from aluminum 
and will be used as a backdrop to display the 
Historic Signs.  The blue columns will have lighting 
at the top so that the historic signs can be enjoyed 
in the evening.

Two benches constructed of concrete with a stone 
veneer and stone coping will provide seating at 
the site.   A distinct paving design will highlight 
the HM-1 Marker and provide spatial definition, as 
shown below.

PLAN   VIEW 

Flush concrete curb with 
broom finish

300 X 300mm Grey stone 
with Flamed Finish by Rizmi 
Stone

300 X 300mm Beige stone 
with Flamed Finish by Rizmi 
Stone
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72
00

 m
m

2800mm x 2800mm 
stainless steel planter

ro
ad

w
ay

sid
ew

al
k

HM-1 Large Historical 
Marker

200 x 200 x 60mm 
concrete paver by Oaks 
Paving, colour: red

Curb treatment with double row 
of Emery Village BIA blue pavers
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HM-2 Small Historical Marker

3.2    SMALL HISTORIC MARKERS     HM-2

The Small Historic Markers will be used most 
frequently throughout the community in strategic 
locations, see Historic Marker Location map on 
page 36.

The tall blue column will be fabricated from 
aluminum, and the shape will reflect the design 
of the large Historic Marker.  The large vertically-
oriented lettering will be visible for motorists, 
pedestrians and cyclists, and will establish a 
“place name” to a particular area that has an 
historical reference.  

The Historic Signs will be attached to an aluminum 
backing with removable tamper proof screws so 
that they can be changed or modified if desired.  

The base of the sign will be a concrete footing 
that is flush with the surrounding paving so that 
there is not a tripping hazard.  The decorative 
paving surrounding the HM-2 Marker will be 
stone paving by Rizmi Stone as shown in the 
diagram below.
 

PLAN   VIEW 
SHOWING PAVING LAYOUT

FOR HM-2

All paving is 50mm thick “Driveway“ 
stone pavers by Rizmi Stone
www.rizmistone.com

300 x 300mm Beige with Flamed 
Finish

300 x 600mm Grey with 
Flamed Finish

HM-2 Historic Monument

600 x 1200 concrete footing

Historic Sign printed on 
an aluminum sheet

Lighting hidden from view 
in blue aluminum sconce

Aluminum
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3.3    HISTORIC MARKERS IN VILLAGE CENTRE     HM-3

Emery Village

since 1796

In 1796 Emery Village was a vast wilderness, a dense pine forest teeming with 
wildlife.  The only access to the area was by the Humber River or by the ancient 
portage route known as the Toronto Carrying Place Trail. It was created by the 
Huron First Nations, but then used by the Iroquois who occupied this part of 
Southern Ontario at the time of the Toronto Purchase.

Isaac Devins and Mary Chapman, Emery’s first settlers, arrived in the Toronto 
harbour on Governor Simcoe’s ship in 1792.  The Devins family were part of 
the immigration of settlers who came to Upper Canada from New York state 
following the American War of Independence.  Their daughter Elizabeth was 
born shortly thereafter and is believed to be the first non-First Nations person 
born in Toronto.

Isaac Devins, his father and brothers were granted free land by Governor 
Simcoe in exchange for the promise to clear 5 acres, build a log cabin and 
maintain a road in front of the property.  Four years later, Isaac and Mary sold 
their land located near Weston and purchased 200 acres (Lot 20, Concession 
VI) located southwest of Weston Road and Finch Avenue in 1796.

Having frontage along the Humber River allowed Isaac Devins to sell some of 
the trees to the sawmills further south.  He only cleared a small portion and 
then began working as a foreman on the construction of Yonge Street  which 
was built to replace the Toronto Carrying Place Trail.  Isaac was involved in the 
first Government of York, serving as a Constable of the Humber in 1797 when 
the population of Toronto was listed as 437 in the York Town Minutes.

War of 1812

Emery Train Station built in 1858 

Emery Train Station built in 1858 
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HM-3 Historic Marker in Village Centre

The Historic Village Centre will be a pedestrian-oriented, 
commercial destination point that will have a unique, 
urban character.  The Historic Markers within the village 
centre will likewise have a unique style, colour, font and 
layout that will define the area as a special place.

A traditional style will be used for the historic sign, pole 
and base so that it portrays the image of an historic 
village in Ontario.  

The pole, base and decorative scrollwork will be aluminum 
with a black powder coating so that they match the colour 
of the decorative lighting poles and other street furniture 
in the BIA.

The historic sign will be printed directly onto a 5mm thick 
aluminum piece which will be attached to an aluminum 
framework hidden behind the signs.  The pole will support 
two historic signs, each with different information.

The font size, colour and layout of the historic sign will 
be reminiscent of traditional historic signs with a deep 
bluish-purple background with raised gold lettering.

There will be no special paving surrounding these signs 
as they will be placed in the Historic Village Centre which 
will have an intricate paving pattern as outlined in the 
Emery Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan and the 
Streetscape Manual for Landowners.

Lighting in black aluminum sconces will be installed at 
the top of the Marker.
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3.4    WALL MOUNTED SIGNAGE    HM-4   

Emery Village

since 1796

Firefighting for the early settlers in York Township began in 1820, 
when a law was passed that every householder should keep two leather 
buckets filled with water in front of their home with their name 
inscribed on them, and two ladders in a conspicuous place.  When a 
fire broke out, all the members of the community would rally together 
to fight the fire and aid the afflicted.  

A more formal system began in 1939 when Emery citizens 
volunteered for the Humber Summit Volunteer Fire Brigade under 
the direction of Fire Chief Henry Parks Sr.  The Fire Hall was located 
at Whitfield and Islington Avenue in Humber Summit, which served 
the community of Emery Village.  The primitive equipment consisted 
of a bucket brigade where the fire fighters would form a line and pass 
bucket after bucket of water from a nearby water source.  However, 
in 1942, the fire fighters converted a donated chassis of a 1939 
Chevrolet gas tanker into a pump and ladder fire truck, used to fight 
the many grass fires that were part of the rural community life.

The development boom of the 1960’s led to the seven volunteer fire 
brigades in North York to be disbanded.  A modernized fire station 
operated by the North York Fire Department was then constructed at 
Finch Avenue and Weston Road in 1965, complete with full-time fire 
fighters trained to handle the demands of increasing urban density.   
The fire station was sold in the 1980’s and dismantled.

Fire Hall No. 3

Fire Hall No. 3 located at 2350 Finch Avenue 
East from 1965 to the mid 1980’s - photo 
courtesy of

Fire truck and station at Humber Summit - 
photo courtesy of the Humber Summit Library 

Fire fighting crew in 1942 - photo courtesy of 
the Humber Summit Library 
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Wall mounted signs may be used on public or 
private property and will be attached to a building 
wall,   a bridge underpass, a cairn or other structural 
element.

The BIA and other stakeholders will determine 
which design is the most appropriate based 
on the location of the building within the BIA, 
the architectural style of the building, and the 
information that is being conveyed. 

The size of the wall-mounted signs may be 
adjusted to suit the wall it is being attached to, but 
the proportions of the sign should be retained as 
well as the font sizes, where appropriate.

The signs should be attached by removable, 
tamper-proof screws placed in the corners.
 

OPTION A

The sign will have a similar size, style, colour and 
font as the HM-3 Historic Markers in the Historic 
Village Centre.  

OPTION B

The sign will have a similar size, style, colour and 
font as the signs attached to the HM-1 and HM-2 
Historic Markers in the Historic Village Centre.  
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4.0    LAYOUT OF HISTORIC MARKERS

4.1    DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

LAYOUT
Determining where to place the Historic Markers within the Emery Village BIA was based on a review of the following:

 • the Airphoto Analysis pg. 6-7
 • the Capital Works Master Plan Analysis pg. 8-9
 • the historical events and people selected to be commemorated  pg. 11-28
 • the natural heritage system pg. 26-29

After taking into consideration all of the above information, a definitive pattern for the layout was developed.  The Historic 
Markers were sited to reinforce the historic village centre of Emery Village, to capitalize on the two principle streets - 
Weston Road and Finch Avenue West, and to reflect the proposed location of the gateways and enhanced intersections 
within the Emery Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan.  The layout pattern was designed to capitalize on the existing 
and future land use layout, public access routes, the open space and natural systems, and the objectives of the Emery 
Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan, see maps on page 36-37.  

Historic Village Centre (intersection of Weston Road and Finch Avenue 
West):  A large concentration of HM-3 Historic Markers in close proximity to 
one another are sited here so that two walking tours can be developed (see 
page 39).  The walking tours are conducive with future development plans 
for this area involving an increase in population density and associated retail 
stores as well as the intersection being a transit hub.  The walking tours 
will reinforce the image of the Historic Village Centre as a people-oriented, 
dynamic, commercial centre.  The Historic Signs attached to the Historic 
Markers will relate information on the Pioneer and Farmland time periods 
when the intersection was the centre of the community. 

Finch Avenue West:  A series of closely spaced HM-2 Historic Markers are 
placed in strategic locations along Finch Avenue West so that a walking tour 
extends east and west of the Historic Village Centre, (see page 38).  The 
Historic Signs attached to the HM-2 Historic Markers will concentrate on the 
transition of Emery Village from a farming community to an urban community.  
Stories of the planners, developers and politicians who helped create the new 
neighbourhood following World War II will be highlighted.

Weston Road: Five HM-1 Large Historic Markers are sited along this route, 
one of the most travelled roads in the BIA.  The five HM-1 Large Historic 
Markers are sited at the northern and southern Gateways, and at significant 
intersections as identified in the Emery Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan.

Remaining portion of the BIA: The remaining HM-2 Historic Markers are 
mainly sited at significant road intersections listed as special landscape 
enhancement areas within the Capital Works Master Plan and/or they are 
located at a highly visible location that is near the actual location of the historic 
event/person to be commemorated.

TITLE OF HISTORIC MARKERS

Each of the large (HM-1) and small 
(HM-2) Historic Markers has been 
assigned a “title” that will appear 
in large lettering on the marker.  
The “title” represents the essence 
of the historical information that 
will appear on the marker.  The 
“title” to be used on each of the 
markers is shown on the drawing 
on the next page, entitled Historic 
Marker Layout.

HISTORIC SIGNS TO BE 
INSTALLED AT EACH HISTORIC 
MARKER

The Historic Signs at each of the 
Historic Markers will portray the 
people and events that the BIA 
has chosen to commemorate 
that are listed on pages 11-28.  
The map on page 37 and the 
Walking Tour maps (page 38-39) 
show which of the historic events 
will appear on the Historic Signs 
attached to each Historic Marker.

The layout of all of the Historic Markers are shown in the maps on page 36 and the Walking Tours on page 38-39.  The 
people and events to be commemorated are shown on the map on page 37 and on the Walking Tours maps.
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L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

HM-1  Large Historical Marker

HM-2  Small Historical Marker

HM-3  Emery Village Centre Historical Marker 
see Detail Plan for layout

Large Emery Village BIA Gateway Sign

Small Emery Village BIA Gateway Sign

Wording to Appear on HM-1 and HM-2 
Historical Markers in Large Lettering

S1

S2

Name

HM-1 Large 
Historical Marker

HM-2 Small 
Historical 
Marker

Weston/Sheppard

Barrie Highway

Arrow Road

Building Boom

Grousehill

Toronto Passage

J. C. Curtis
Project 400

Finch Gardens

North York

Emery Creek

Duncan

Faludi

Milani

Parsons

Duncan Mill

Signet Inc.

Tanenbaum

Watson/Crosson

Hoover

Hydro One

Global Community

Italian Gardens

Kaiser

Townline Road

Wilderness

Emery Creek

S

S1

S1

S2

S2 S1

S1

S1

HISTORIC MARKER LOCATION  HM-1 and HM-2
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HISTORIC EVENTS AND PEOPLE TO COMMEMORATE 

L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

See Finch Avenue Detail Plan

Historic Interpretation Site

Major Emery Village BIA Entry Sign

Minor Emery Village BIA Entry Sign

Existing Historic Marker

S1

S2

P2

P5 C. Watson

P6 M. Watson
J. Crosson

E11 Signet Inc.

P15 Steeles Avenue

E26 Final Phase

P10 Duncan Mill
E11 Tanenbaum

P23 Parson/Watson
F7 Hoover

E27

F9 Rivermede

E1 Emery BIA
C. Stefano

P1 1796 Settlement

P16
E6

E2 Sheppard Finch

E6 Ford Plant

P16 Sheppard Ave.

E27 United Church

F10 Rivalda 

P9 Duncan Family
P14

F6 Thomas Griffith

P12 Humber Lumber
First School

P22 Orange Lodge

E1 Emery BIA
F10 First Industry

P13 Early Inns

E25 Back Woodlot

P19 Kaiser
F10 Con. Advertising

N1 Toryork Green

N2 Habitant Park

E20 Sports Heros

E18 Emery Collegiate

R1 Toronto Passage

N4 First Homestead

N5 Apple Orchard

E7 Barrie Highway

S1

S1

S1

S1

S2

S2

HISTORIC SIGNS 
TO BE INSTALLED AT EACH MARKER

Look for Code on pg. 11-29 for a detailed 
description of the historic person or event

Code Name

Codes

R1-R2 - see page 11

P1 - P24 - see page 12 - 16

F1 - F12 - see page 17 - 19

E1 - E28 - see page 20 - 25
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L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

Finch Avenue Historic Walking Tour

Emery Village Centre Historic Walking Tour 

Historic Interpretation Site

Major Emery Village BIA Entry Sign

Emery Village Centre

Open Space

S1

Code

Look on Pages 20 - 25 for a detailed 
description of the Historical Event

Code Name

4.2   FINCH AVENUE WALKING TOUR

Located adjacent to the Historic Village 
Centre, Finch Avenue is the street 
most used by pedestrians in the BIA.  
Pedestrian traffic is likely to increase in 
the future due to a greater concentration 
of residential uses planned for this area 
as well as a City-wide rapid transit route 
planned along Finch.

The Finch Avenue Walking Tour has 
been designed to commemorate the 
historical events and people that have 
had an impact on the development of the 
Emery Village community after 1950, as 
the rural area transformed into an urban 
community.

Each site will have the HM-2 small Historic Marker, and will contain a small 
map showing the other places on the tour.  The east half of the walking 
tour is anticipated to take 25 minutes to complete, while the west half is 
anticipated to take 45 minutes.

Since the Finch Avenue Walking Tour represents the historic events of the 
present urban community, any new people or events that the BIA wishes to 
commemorate can be accomplished by installing additional HM-2 Historic 
Markers along this route.  

E9 First Plan

E15 Finch Garden

E4 North York

E13 Hydro One

E5 Faludi

Project 400

E16 Emery Creek
J. C. Curtis

E17 Global Hub
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L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

Emery Village Centre Historic Walking Tour

Finch Avenue Historic Walking Tour - see Section 5.1

Historic Interpretation Site

Proposed Parkette with Historic Marker Focal Point 
and Artwork - see Section 5.3 and 5.4

Code Name

Look on Pages 11-25 for a detailed 
description of the Historical Event

4.3    HISTORIC VILLAGE CENTRE  WALKING TOUR

The HM-3 Historic Markers will be used for the Walking 
Tours in the Historic Village Centre, which will give it a 
distinctive appearance that is pedestrian oriented.

Historical events and people to commemorate will 
focus on the First Nations inhabitants, to the pioneer 
days, to the Farming community of the late 1800’s.

The walking tours will have a natural starting and 
termination point at the two proposed parkettes, see 
page 40-43 for design details.  Connections to the 
Finch Avenue Walking Tour will be made as indicated 
in the diagram below.  The Walking Tour on the north 
side is expected to take  one hour to complete, while 
the southern walking tour should take 45 minutes.

Emery Village

since 1796

In 1796 Emery Village was a vast wilderness, a dense pine forest teeming with 
wildlife.  The only access to the area was by the Humber River or by the ancient 
portage route known as the Toronto Carrying Place Trail. It was created by the 
Huron First Nations, but then used by the Iroquois who occupied this part of 
Southern Ontario at the time of the Toronto Purchase.

Isaac Devins and Mary Chapman, Emery’s first settlers, arrived in the Toronto 
harbour on Governor Simcoe’s ship in 1792.  The Devins family were part of 
the immigration of settlers who came to Upper Canada from New York state 
following the American War of Independence.  Their daughter Elizabeth was 
born shortly thereafter and is believed to be the first non-First Nations person 
born in Toronto.

Isaac Devins, his father and brothers were granted free land by Governor 
Simcoe in exchange for the promise to clear 5 acres, build a log cabin and 
maintain a road in front of the property.  Four years later, Isaac and Mary sold 
their land located near Weston and purchased 200 acres (Lot 20, Concession 
VI) located southwest of Weston Road and Finch Avenue in 1796.

Having frontage along the Humber River allowed Isaac Devins to sell some of 
the trees to the sawmills further south.  He only cleared a small portion and 
then began working as a foreman on the construction of Yonge Street  which 
was built to replace the Toronto Carrying Place Trail.  Isaac was involved in the 
first Government of York, serving as a Constable of the Humber in 1797 when 
the population of Toronto was listed as 437 in the York Town Minutes.

War of 1812

Emery Train Station built in 1858 

Emery Train Station built in 1858 
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5.1    WESTON AND FINCH CULTURAL PARKETTE

To animate and revitalize the former Historic Village Centre, the Emery Village BIA would like to have a parkette 
created at the original four corners as a focal point for the Historic Interpretation within the community.  

The Emery Village BIA proposes that the approximately 100-200 m2 parkette be sited at the southeast corner of 
Weston Road and Finch Avenue West.  This corner is the former site of the Finch Main Shopping Centre and is 
currently vacant.  A development proposal by Medallian Corporation has been submitted to the City of Toronto 
to redevelop the former shopping centre site into a mixed use residential commercial neighbourhood.  The BIA 
proposes to  work with the landowner and the City of Toronto to secure the land for the parkette.

The proposed parkette will not only be a visual amenity to the streetscape within Emery Village, but it will also be 
a focal point for the proposed historic walking tours (see Section 4.2 and 4.3).  Siting a parkette here will provide 
the opportunity to commemorate this significant intersection and will help to reinforce the identity of the Emery 
Village community. 

To capitalize on the historic interpretation opportunities that exist at this significant intersection, the following design 
guidelines, which will be refined as part of the land development process, should be used for the detailed design 
of the parkette:

• A Major Landscape Feature should be constructed in the parkette, such 
as a fountain, clock tower, artwork or gazebo, with historic interpretation 
references built into the design through choice of materials, expression, 
signage, sculpture and street furniture.

• Historic Markers should be placed within the parkette to give an overview 
of the history of the BIA from pre-columbian days to the present and should 
provide maps and directions for the Historic Village Centre and Finch Avenue 
Walking Tours. 

• The Street Furniture used in the parkette should be the same design, make 
and model number as the streetscape furniture for the Emery Village BIA that 
is outlined in the Emery Village BIA Streetscape Design Manual.

•  The paving pattern in the parkette should be designed as an extension of 
the paving pattern in the street boulevard to provide continuity.

•  Plant material such as trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennials, annuals 
and sod should be used within the parkette to provide a visual and physical 
connection to the natural world.  The species used, planting methods 
and layout of plant material could be used as an historical interpretation 
opportunity such as planting a heritage garden or using heritage species.

• Access points to the parkette should promote efficient pedestrian 
circulation and be designed according to CPTED principles.

• The design of the parkette should carefully consider the design of the 
proposed neighbourhood development on the adjacent Medallian property 
such that the parkette and the development complement one another.  

5.0    SPECIALTY AREAS
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DESIGN CONCEPT
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5.2    FINCH WEST CULTURAL PARKETTE AND PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

The Emery Village BIA would like to create a parkette as a focal point at the western edge of the Historic Village 
Centre. Located on the north side of Finch Avenue West, west of Weston Road, the parkette will augment, 
facilitate and highlight the historical walking tours near the Historic Village Centre.

The proposed location of the parkette is on the City of Toronto Public Works yard site.  The site is presently 
vacant of buildings and is not being used by the Public Works operations.  The BIA proposes to work with the 
City of Toronto to secure land for the parkette.

The proposed parkette is conveniently located at the junction of the Finch Avenue Walking Tour and the 
Historic Village Centre Walking Tour, see map in Section 4.3 on page 37.  It will serve as a convenient meeting 
location for people wishing to embark on the tours, and will therefore be a focal point in the community.

A proposed road (extending from Finch Avenue West northward to Toryork Road) may be constructed here 
in future as part of the development of the lands to the east.  The design concept on the next page shows the 
proposed road.   If the road is not constructed, an alternative design that is oriented toward Finch Avenue West 
should be built based on the design principles below.  

A pedestrian bridge is proposed to be constructed across Finch Avenue West just west of the proposed parkette 
to provide pedestrian access from the trails in St. Lucie Park to the south, to the north side of Finch Avenue.  
Constructing the parkette in this location should be coordinated with the final location of the pedestrian bridge.  

To capitalize on the historic interpretation opportunities that exist at this significant intersection, the following 
design guidelines, which will be refined as part of the land development process, should be used for the 
detailed design of the parkette:

• A Major Landscape Feature should be constructed in the parkette, such as a fountain, 
clock tower, artwork or gazebo, with historic interpretation references built into the design 
through choice of materials, expression, signage, sculpture and street furniture.

• Historic Markers should be placed within the parkette to give an overview of the 
history of the BIA from pre-columbian days to the present and should provide maps and 
directions for the Historic Village Centre and Finch Avenue Walking Tours. 

• The Street Furniture used in the parkette should be the same design, make and model 
number as the streetscape furniture for the Emery Village BIA that is outlined in the Emery 
Village BIA Streetscape Design Manual.

•  The paving pattern in the parkette should be designed as an extension of the paving 
pattern in the street boulevard to provide continuity.

•  Plant material such as trees, shrubs, groundcovers, perennials, annuals and sod 
should be used within the parkette to provide a visual and physical connection to the 
natural world.  The species used, planting methods and layout of plant material could 
be used as an historical interpretation opportunity such as planting a heritage garden or 
using heritage species.

• Access points to the parkette should promote efficient pedestrian circulation and be 
designed according to CPTED principles.

• The design of the parkette should carefully consider the characteristics of the adjacent 
properties.  
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DESIGN CONCEPT
Finch West Cultural Parkette
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5.3    SCULPTURES

As outlined in the Emery Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan, 2007, the BIA would like to use life-like sculptures as 
an historical interpretation element as illustrated in the photograph below.  The sculptures are intended to promote 
the traditions of inclusiveness, education and the arts in Emery Village.  The sculptures will portray former Emery 
Village citizens who have had a significant impact on the development of the community.

The final product should be life-size and finished to appear like real people.  The sculptures may appear to be seated 
at a bench, standing at a corner, or performing an action that relates a piece of Emery Village history.  A plaque (see 
Section 3.4 for design concept) should be installed nearby that portrays the story behind the sculptures.

Locations for the sculptures have been selected based on an analysis of the design concept for the streetscape 
improvements in the Emery Village BIA Capital Works Master Plan as well as on the desire to site them in prominent 
locations so that they can be experienced by as many citizens, employees, business owners and visitors as possible. 
Specific sites for the sculptures have been selected based on the following criteria:  

 • the sculptures should be placed in prominent intersections that are pedestrian oriented, 
                  such as along arterial roads that have transit stops 
 • the sculptures should be located within the Historical Village Centre, the most pedestrian oriented
    part of the Emery Village BIA
 • the sculptures should be placed at the proposed parkettes (see Section 5.1 and 5.2) 
 • the sculptures should be placed at the Flagpole site (see Section 5.5)
 • the sculptures should be placed along the Finch Avenue Walking Tour (pg. 38) and along the
                  Historic Village Centre Walking Tour (pg. 39)

The Sculpture Layout Concept diagram on the next page illustrates a proposed plan outlining the location of the 
sculptures and the people and events that could be portrayed at each site.  The selection of the people and history 
to commemorate is consistent with the Historic Marker Layout map on page 36 and the Historic Signs to be Installed 
at  Each Marker map on page 37.

The Emery Village BIA may decide to install all of the sculptures or a select few.  The biggest constraint will likely be 
the cost of creating the original artwork, which could range from $25,000 - $150,000 per sculpture, depending on the 
material used, the construction method, the final appearance, and the artist.  The BIA may decide to incorporate the 
cost of the sculptures into the streetscape improvement on a project-by-project basis, or they may decide to install 
some or all of them simultaneously which can usually be accomplished at a less expensive rate.

Life size bronze sculptures of two women 
conversing by artist J. Seward Johnson Jr.
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E8 C.D. Milani

R1 Joseph Brant

P6 M. Watson

E3 J. C. Curtis

F1
F2 Miss Scobey

P1
Isaac Devins Sr.
Mary Devins

F1
John Watson
M. Burkholder

P20 Community

F4 Isaac Devins III

Sculpture location

Code

Look on Pages 11-28 for a detailed 
description of the Historical Event

Code Name

SCULPTURE LOCATION CONCEPT

• P20 - Community - Located at the heart of Emery 
Village within the Weston and Finch Cultural Parkette 
(see pg. 39), a number of sculptures could be installed 
that portray the story of the community working together 
during the pioneer days to accomplish tasks such as 
raising a barn, clearing the land, making quilts, etc.

• F1 - John Watson and M. Burkholder - John Watson, 
who built the General Store could be portrayed shaking 
hands with M. Burkholder, the first postmaster.

• F2 - Miss Scobey - The first teacher of Emery School 
could be portrayed as writing on the blackboard or a 
slate, with students seated by her desk.

• F4 - Isaac Devins III - The blacksmith could be 
portrayed forming a horseshoe, a wagon wheel, or a 
plow.

• E3 - J. C. Curtis - The Director of Planning for 
North York responsible for the transition of the farming 
community into an urban community could be portrayed 
chairing a meeting with a gavel in hand.

• E8 - C. D. Milani - The entrepreneur responsible for 
creating the largest industrial area in Canada (at the 
time) could be portrayed working on the design for 
Project 400.

L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

Finch Avenue Historic Walking Tour

Emery Village Centre Historic Walking Tour - see Section 5.2

The people and events selected to be portrayed via the life-like sculptures are as follows:

• R1 - Joseph Brant - To portray the idea of the Toronto 
Passage, Joseph Brant and other members of the 
Mohawk First Nations should be shown carrying a canoe, 
simulating the portage that the First Nations made along 
the alignment of Weston Road.

• P1 - Isaac and Mary Devins - The first settlers in Emery 
Village should be portrayed chopping trees to clear the 
pine forest in order to establish their homestead.

• P6 - Margaret Watson - The daughter of the third 
family to settle in Emery Village, Margaret Watson should 
be shown on her daily walk through the forest to the St. 
Lawrence Market carrying a pail of butter on her head.
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5.4    EMERY VILLAGE TRAIN STATION

The first train station in Emery Village was constructed in 1870 as a stop along the Toronto Grey Bruce Railway.  The 
Canadian Pacific Railway purchased the tracks in the early 1880’s, replaced the narrow gauge track, realigned it, and 
constructed a new train station north of Finch Avenue West, east of Weston Road.  The station remained in operation 
for passenger service until the early 1960’s.  There is no trace of the former station existing today.

The Emery Village BIA strongly advocates that a new train station be constructed in Emery Village for commuter 
and tourist travel.  Rebuilding the former Emery station would be an economic stimulus to the area, providing train 
service for the many that live and work in Emery Village.  The train station would also provide a valuable connection 
to the rapid transit route that is planned for Finch Avenue West extending from Yonge Street to Highway 27, providing 
access to downtown Toronto.  The combination of the rapid transit route and a new train station would provide an 
excellent transit system for visitors to travel to Emery Village and experience the Historic Village Centre and the two 
historic walking tours.

Based on an analysis of the existing land uses, proposed development applications, the Emery Village Capital Work 
Master Plan, 2007, and the many recommendations in this document, the Emery Village BIA has identified three 
potential locations for a proposed train station that would be suitable, see plan on the next page.  

The three proposed train station locations have the following common characteristics:

 •  they are located close to the Historic Village Centre of Emery Village
 •  they are located adjacent to one of the historic locations of the former train station
 •  they are located on vacant lands
 •  all or a portion of the proposed station area is located on private land

Siting a new train station at any one of the locations would be a significant enhancement to the Emery Village 
community.  However, each location has advantages and disadvantages regarding access to the site, the property 
ownership issues, and the potential for historic interpretation.  An outline of the issues is shown in the lists on the 
next page.

For historical interpretation, the Emery Village BIA proposes to construct an Historic Marker along the Historic 
Village Centre Walking Tour that conveys the story of the Emery station - see F6 on page 18.  In addition, the BIA 
would like to have the original wood train station, as pictured below, reconstructed within the new train station site.  
The Emery Station was built as a “flag stop” in a 
predominantly rural area and was known as Mile 
8.0 on the Mac Tier Subdivision.  It represented 
a typical architectural style for a small CPR flag 
stop.  As a small structure, it could be easily re-
constructed in an historically accurate manner 
within a large train station site.  The location of the 
reconstructed train station on each of the three 
proposed train station sites is outlined on the next 
page. 

An Historical Marker should accompany the 
reconstructed station and relate the history of the 
railway in Emery Village, Toronto, Ontario and 
Canada.  The Historical Marker could be either the 
HM-3 small Historic Marker as shown on page 33, 
or the HM-4 wall-mounted historic marker that is 
attached to the reconstructed train station. 
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TORYORK   DRIVE

Proposed Historic Marker 
F6 - Emery Station on 
Historic Village Centre 
Walking Tour

PROPOSED TRAIN STATION LOCATIONS

SITE A

Access
• easy vehicular and pedestrian access 
onto Toryork Drive
• entrance would have to be signalized 
due to heavy traffic along Toryork

Property Ownership
• located on private property, therefore 
land acquisition would have to be 
pursued.

Historic Interpretation
• original site of 1883 station is not 
accessible due to the road underpass
• could recreate the station next to the 
tracks or near the Toryork entrance
• directly connected to the Historic 
Village Centre Walking Tour
• Historic Sign F6 - Emery Station - on 
the Historic Village Centre Walking Tour 
would be located at the entrance to 
the new train station, which would be a 
natural connection to a reconstructed 
station sited along the tracks.

SITE B

Access
• easy vehicular and pedestrian access 
onto High Meadow Place

Property Ownership
• located on private property, therefore 
land acquisition would have to be 
pursued

Historic Interpretation
• the 1883 station could be 
reconstructed in its original location 
which would be accessible by 
southbound passengers.
• alternatively, the 1883 station could be 
sited on the north side
• no direct connection to the Historic 
Village Centre or Finch Cultural Walking 
Tours.
• Historic Sign F6 - Emery Station - on 
the Historic Village Centre Walking 
Tour could make reference to the 
reconstructed station on the new train 
station site.

SITE C

Access
• access to Arrow Road would have to 
be built on private property
• access to the proposed medium 
density residential and retail 
development to the west would require 
an underpass or bridge for vehicles if a 
level crossing could not be obtained.

Property Ownership
• partially located on private property, 
therefore land acquisition would have to 
be pursued.
• a land lease, easement or purchase 
from Ontario Hydro would have to be 
attained.
• the new station would likely have to be 
constructed on private property.

Historic Interpretation
• the 1883 station could be 
reconstructed on the 1870 station site 
where it may be visible from Finch 
Avenue West.
• alternatively, the 1883 station could be 
sited along the tracks.
• adjacent to the Finch Cultural Walking 
Tour ... a staircase could be constructed 
to provide pedestrian access from the 
reconstructed train station to Finch 
Avenue West.
• Historic Sign F6 - Emery Station - on 
the Historic Village Centre Walking 
Tour could make reference to the 
reconstructed station on the new train 
station site.

L e g e n d

Emery Village BIA Boundary

Finch Avenue Historic Walking Tour

Emery Village Centre Historic Walking Tour 

Former Railway Alignment

Historic Emery Train Station

Proposed Train Station Options
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5.5    FLAGPOLE SITE

The Emery Village BIA is in the process of acquiring a site on which the largest 
flagpole in the Greater Toronto Area will be erected.  The site will be a landscape 
amenity, tourist attraction and a major heritage interpretation site for the BIA.

Historic interpretation opportunities at the flagpole site include the following:

•  Artwork / sculpture - The BIA is planning to construct a large stone 
relief that illustrates many of the people who have contributed to the 
growth of the community over the last 200 years.  The information 
contained in this document will be used to determine which citizens 
should be commemorated at the detailed design stage.

•  Wall of Fame - The BIA could construct a wall or walk of fame 
which will highlight the many citizens who have contributed to the 
community over the last 50 years.  The Wall of Fame will be designed 
so that the BIA can update the list of citizens who are commemorated 
as the desire to do so arises.

•  Historic Marker - similar to the Historic Markers placed at the 
parkettes, an overview of the history of Emery Village from pre-
columbian days to the present should be included as well as maps 
and directions for the Walking Tours in the Historic Village Centre and 
along Finch Avenue West.  

The design of the Flagpole site will be undertaken after the land is acquired, and 
is not part of this document.
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6.0    IMPLEMENTATION

1)  Emery Village BIA Initiatives - The BIA, in partnership with the City of Toronto Economic 
Development Department, will finance, design and construct the historic interpretation features.  The 
Historic Interpretation features may be constructed as part of the BIA’s streetscape improvement 
annual construction program, or it may be constructed separately (ie. as a BIA initiative that excludes 
cost-sharing with the City of Toronto).

2)  New Development on Private Land  - As part of the development approval process, the BIA 
works with the landowner to have the Historic Interpretation elements included in the landowner’s 
construction drawings for the public road right-of-way, and installed by the landowner as per the 
Emery Village BIA Streetscape Design Manual.  The BIA will negotiate with the landowner and the City 
of Toronto for cost sharing.  

3)  Private Sector Initiatives - The BIA will work together with the landowners in the community to 
implement any desired historic interpretation initiative on private lands, that is funded by the landowner.

In order to successfully implement the Historic Interpretation Landscape Master Plan (46 Historic Markers with historic 
signs, 2 walking tours, 2 parkettes, 9 sculptures and the Emery train station replica), a coordinated, systematic 
implementation strategy needs to be adopted by the BIA.  Factors that will affect the BIA’s selection of the Historic 
features to implement in any given year include the following:

•  the BIA’s annual construction budget
•  the cost estimate for the Historic features
•  the BIA’s annual program of constructing streetscape improvements  - location and budget used per annum    
•  new development on private lands
•  public sector initiatives such as the Etobicoke Finch West LRT
•  the City of Toronto’s annual streetscape improvement schedule
•  the BIA’s implementation priorities
•  the BIA’s streetscape improvement schedule

Based on the above considerations, an 8-Step Implementation Strategy for the Historical Markers and Specialty Areas 
has been developed and is outlined in detail in the remainder of this section.  The strategy is designed to reduce costs, 
improve efficiency, and effectively coordinate the implementation of the Historical Interpretation Landscape Master Plan 
and the Capital Works Improvement Master Plan. 

Probably the most critical of the above implementation factors is whether or not the BIA can effectively coordinate the 
construction of the historical interpretation project with their annual schedule for streetscape improvements.  The BIA 
is currently committed to implementing streetscape improvements identified in the Emery Village BIA Capital Works 
Master Plan over the next 7 to 10 years.  For this reason, many of the historical interpretation elements have been sited 
at streetscape improvement areas so that the construction of the historical features and the streetscape improvements 
can be completed together to maximize cost savings.  The historical features and the streetscape improvement areas 
have also been grouped together so that there is a minimal amount of disruption to the streetscape improvement 
schedule.

To illustrate which of the Historic Markers are located in Streetscape Improvement Areas and which are not, two maps 
are shown on page 50-51.  The maps should be referenced when reading through the Implementation Strategy. 

Another critical implementation factor affecting scheduling, financing and timing is whether or not the BIA initiates the 
construction project, whether it is initiated as a result of a development application on private property, or whether it is 
private sector initiative.  There are advantages and disadvantages with all the scenarios as outlined below: 

6.1    CRITICAL FACTORS
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Weston/Sheppard

Barrie Highway

Arrow Road

Building Boom

Grousehill

Toronto Passage

J. C. Curtis

Project 400

Finch Gardens

North York

Emery Creek

Duncan

Faludi

Milani

Parsons

Duncan Mill

Signet Inc.

Tanenbaum

Watson/Crosson

Hoover

Hydro One

Global Community

Italian Gardens

Kaiser

Townline Road

Already  Constructed

Located at Streetscape 
Improvement Area

Not Part of Streetscape 
Improvement Program

S2

HISTORIC INTERPRETATION SITES AT A STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENT AREA

HM-1 and HM-2 Historic Markers 
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F6 Emery Station

FINCH   AVE.  WEST

F11 Home Circle
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F2 Emery Schools

P11 Ghost Story

P20 First Settlers
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F4 Blacksmith

F5 Carriage Shop

F1 General Store

F12 Firehall

E19 Hurricane Hazel

P21 Bunt Shingle Mill

Already  Constructed

Located at Streetscape 
Improvement Area

Not Part of Streetscape 
Improvement Program

N3 Emery Creek

HISTORIC INTERPRETATION SITES AT A STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENT AREA

HM-3 Historic Markers 




